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The SPEAKER tock the Chair at 4.30 p.m,,
and read prayers.

QUESTION—EMPLOYERS’
FEDERATION,

Railways Eepresentation.

Mr. MUNSIE asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is the Comunissioner for Railways
represented on the Employers’ Federation?
2, If se, by whom?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1

QUESTIONS (2)~WATER SUPPLY,
GOLDFIELDS.

Prioes, Government’s Intentions.

Hon. . COLLIER asked the Premier:
Have the Government yet arrived at a decision
concerning the request for a reduction in the
prices charged for water on the Eastern Gold-
ficlds, and will the Premier make a statement
indicating the intentions of the Government
in the matter?

The PREMIER replied: Yes; subjeet to
a satisfactory arrangement with the mine
owners and also the approval of Parliament
to the necessary financial proposals, a redue-
tion in the price of water will be made. A
gtatement indiecating the intentions of the
Government will be made as soon as possible.

Water Meters, Return.

Mr. LUTEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works: When does he intend
to lay on the Table of the House the return
relating to water meters in the Kalgoorlie
and metropolitan areas?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The return will be made avaliable this week.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Seventh Day.

Debate resumed from the 9th Awgust.

Mr. J. THOMSON (Claremont} [4.35]:
Before dealing with migration, I wish to say
a few words regarding my trip to the Old
Tand this year. The other day the member
for West Perth (Mrs, Cowan) stated in this
Chamber that she could not understand my
attitude in opposing the Premier's group sef-
tlement scheme. It was news to me that T
opposed that scheme, Last year the Pre-
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micr gave me credit for trying to assist him
at Home,

The Premier: I give you credit for it this
time, too.

Mr. J. THOMSON: I spent the whole of
the recess this year in the Motherland, trying
to advance Sir James Mitchell’s group settle-
ment scheme. I earned mere than twice my
salary and goodness knows what I have spent.
1 will tell the House what I did in Seotland.

The Minister for Agriculture: Your finan-
cial confession is bad for a Scotsman!

Mr. J. THOMSON: [n every town and vil-
lage of Seotland the name of our Premier,
Sir James Mitchell, is known to-day; in every
town and village, the names of Mr. Collier, ns
Leader of the Parliamentary Labour Party,
and of Mr. Angwin, as the Deputy Leader of
that party, are well known. Thousands of
pamphlets, copics of which I have at present,
were issued at meetinga in  Secotland, and
surely to goodness I should get some credit
for doing something towards the advancement
ol scitlement in this great State of ours! I
am not opposed to group settlement. In faet,
I think it is a splendid idea worthy of the
man who econceived it—if properly carried
out.

Mr. Underwood: That is the stuff Monger
jput up.

Mr, . THOMSON: Tn addition to the
moncy [ spent out of my own pocket, there
were four or five meetings at which Mr. G.
W, Miles, MLL.C,, took my place, as I couid
not attend. They were very large gatherings
andl no doubt, when speaking on the Address-
in-reply in another plaee, Mr. Miles will have
sumething to say about them. I carried my
work further. I have here the lvading news-
paper published in South Africa, and the in-
terview with me, which appears in that jour-
nal, was telegraphed to all the papers in
South Afrieca. The headings to the interview
were:  ‘‘Turning  Forests into Farms,”’
““Where o Man with no Capital has a
Chance,”’ “¢Thirteen Hundred Migrants ar-
rive every Month.’? The name of our Pre-
mier appears in big letters as well. In ad-
dition to this, when I was in the Old Coun-
try, a great deal of my time was taken up by
contradicting statements published in the
newspapérs. Australia House did not scem to
take any notice of them. The leading nows-
paper of the Lahour Party in England is the
London ‘'Daily Herald.”” The Glasgow edi-
tion of that paper is much the better of the
two, T say that, because the latier has the
biggrer circulation and employs better writers.

Hon, P. Collier: And, you wouid say, more
inteiligent readers.

Mr, J. THOMSON: If one boards a tram
car in Glasgow, one can see seven out of ten
reople reading the Glasgow edition of the
"*Daily Herald.”” Not many peaple may be
seen reading the London edition in Eng.
land. THere is one of the things I had to
zontradict. The following headings appeared
in big letters: ‘‘Immigration Ramp Disclos-
ures,’’ *‘‘ Attempt to Gull down-and-out Vie-
tims,’’ ‘‘Pitifu] Experiences.’’ In talking
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about Western Australia one man goes on lo
£ Yr——

d I have three sons out in Western Aus.

iraiia. They have never Teceived & penny

for the first six months. They are working

14 hours per day. They tell me it iz not

labour, but mansianghter.

That statement appeared in the *‘Daily Her-
ald’’ of the 15th May last. In addition to
contradicting such statements, my time was
taken up in praising the Premier, the Leader
of the Opposition and the Deputy Leader.
T praiged the last two named so much that at
one weeting a man asked me the question:
‘Do you helong to the Labour Party?’’ 1
replicd: “‘I do not know yet, but I may
after the next genera! clection.’’ As to nu-
gration, hon, members know my views as
expressed in Tetters to the newspapers. T say
we are not getting the proper type of immi-
grant in Western Australia.

Mr. Underwood interjected.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: Don’t interrupt me,
beeause T am serious on this question, I will
read gne expression of epinion in iny posses-
sion—one out of many. A number of immi-
grants eame out from the Old Country by the
steamer ‘‘Berrimbi.’’ One commeat regard-
ing them was as follows:—

Most of the migrants have Leen on the
dole in England. Many are of low men-
tality and of poor physique. The welfare
ofticer deelared that the men were the
sweepings of London streets,

That is ounly a mild expression of opinion.
[t comes from the wellare officer on board
the ““Berrimbi.’’ T have travelled out in
two or three steamers and I know there are
some splendid fellows amongst the migrants,

who will wmake good citizens. My
idea regarding those who are coming
out, however, is that they are not
the fype of men we want for the land.

We want such men as those that came out
with me on the **Ormonde’’ last year. On
that boat were 1,000 third-class passengers.
When we left Colombo I sent a wireless to
the acting Premier, Mr. Colebateh, stating
that I had two splendid groups of men and
women who, after having heard me on the
group settlement scheme, wanted to take up
Tand under that seheme. They were paying
their own passage to Queensland, but they
had formed friendships on board the boat
and would like to settle together. Mr, Cole-
batch’s reply to me was that nobedy could
o on the land in Western Australia without
12 months’ experience,

Hon. P. Collier: That has been altered.

Mr. J. THOMSOX: All those men had
been well used to farming. They were going
to take up land in Queensland, They were of
the type of settler which, in my opinion, we
ought to have. [In the Agent General’s re-
pert it is shown that 6,000 men are regis-
tered in the Agricultural Department, Edin-
burgh. The British Government decided to
settle a number of ex-service men on small
holdings. At the request of the Agent Gen-

* wanted to come out here.
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eral I went to Aberdeenshire and saw a few
hundred of the thousand men settled there.
They were dissatisfed with their lot. The
holdings were teo small and the men had a
very hard struggle in making both ends meet.
They had uever leard about the group settle-
ment scheme in Western Australia.  They
were delighted with it, and would bave liked
to come out. But how could they come out
and work here at 25s. per week for 12 months,
leaving their wives and children to starve in
England? If the whole system were altered,
and men and women could be sent siraight
on to the group settlements, it would be
different.

My, Davies: They can go new.

Mre. J. THOMSON: Yes, but only a very
small proportion of them. When I left Lon-
don the State was advertising for 100 fami-
lies per month for group scttlement, and for
1,000 married men to ecome out and leave
their wives at home. No decent mun is going
to leave his wife and family at swch a dis-
tance to live on 23s. weekly for 12 months.
Why not delay the whole thing until we are
fixed up at this end? Then let us bring
out the proper people. We coull go to Tre-
land, North and South, or we could go to
the North of England and get 6,000 good
men with the like number of good women,
to come ouwt here for group seitlement. Why
not have a better system at this end, and get
the people we want?

Mr, Underwood: That is, if we have tlie
land for them to go on.

The Premier: There is plenty of land.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Those mien I met
coming out would have made splendid set-
tlers. On the boat also were about 20 fami-
liee from Lombardy, in Italy. They were
going to Queensland to take up land. They
were keen to land in Fremauntle, amd would
have gone to the group settlements, where
they would have made splendid settlers, and
their descendants splendid Australians, I
want to ask the Premier why he torned down
the proposition that 30 University hoys and
young men should come out here and take
up farms.

The Premier: I never heard of if.

My, J. THOMSOXN: Those boys were sons
of fairly wealthy people. All they wanted
was that the hoys should pain experience out
here for 12 months, and that the Premier
should then find them land to go upon. Every
vear 50 young men were to he sent out
from the Universities, However, the Premier
turned that down.

The Premier: I never heard of it.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: Then I want to ask
him why he turned down the proposition of
the Yorkshire men? Fifteen Yorkshire men
Eaeh of them had
at least £1,300,

The Premier: I never heard of them, either.

Mr. J. THOMSOXN: They wanted to settle
¢lose together, although not in a group set-
tlement, but the wire the Premier sent back
to the Agent General was, “‘No land avail-
able for them,’’ Just fancy such a message
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from a State the size of ours! T should like
the Premier to answer that question.

The Premier: T can answer it now. I
never heard of them.

Mr. J, THOMSON: Well, that is what
Bir James Connolly told us. He said your
apswer was that there was no land available
for those men,

The Premier: What nonsense!
1,500 blocks ready now.

Mr. J. THOMSON: As for bringing out
men with eapital, my idea is that we shounld
re-classify all the farms thrown back on the
Agricultural Bank, survey the whole of the
vacant land alongside railways, prepare maps,
and advertise in the O1d Country., Then we
shonld get plenty of men with money. If
we are to progress, something of this sort
must bo dome. I am afraid the young men
we are now bringing out will not stay in
the country, They will carn a few pounds
and then either go back Home or move across
to the Eastern States. I am opposed to
bringing out here under the immigration
policy any single men or any men over 35
years of age. We can get thousands of the
very sort we want.

Mr. Underwood: What do we want them
for anyhow?

Mr. J, THOMSON: Tf the hon. member
kad travelled in the Far East, as I have, he
would know what we want them for,

Hon, M. F. Troy: Yen mean the Near
East.

Mr. Underwood:
laide.

Mr. J. THOMSON: We want thonsands
of people, nay millions, and we could get
thousands of the right sort without delay
if only we were organised at this end.

Mr. .J. H. Smith: How would you organise?

Mr. J. THOMSON: This i3 what I should
do: To begin with, I should have our immi-
gration officers in London placed under the
eontrol of our Agent General. We have there
two splendid men, but they are under the
contrel of the Commonwealth. In the second
place, I should remove the foolish regulation
prohibiting people from taking up land until
they have been 12 months in the State.

Hon. P. Colliecr: That is not a reguiation.

The Premier: Certainiy not.

My, J. THOMSON: Well then, what is the
explanation of Mr. Colebatch’s wire to me that
nobody could take up land until he had 12
months’ experienec in the Statef If we were
to have all that Esperapce land discovered by
the Minister for Agriculture surveyed and
made ready, we could get plenty of men with
capital to eome out. I huve spent a Jot of
time in the Old Country and I know, nof only
the class of people we can get, but the class
that is coming out here, I know where we ara
going to land if we coatinne our present
methods. I am here to stay. I am one of the
fortunate people in this State. I could have
retired 25 years ago and lived a life of ease.
I have made money and I have spent money.
I am spending it now, and when I am oid
enough to apply for the old age pension I
ghall be proud to do so. I mention these

We have

The Near East is Ade-
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things as proof of my intention to stay. 1
have the interests of the State at heart. Wo
are not getting the right class of men, al-
though we could get the right clags in thous-
ands if the scheme were organised.

Hon. P. Collier: Do you say that no effort
is made by the immigration officers in Eng-
land to get people from Ircland, Scotland and
the north of England?

Mr. J. THOMS0ON: What T say is that a
man cannot be expected to leave his wife and
children fo come out here to work. I have
it on the anthority of Mr. Thomas, one of the
leaders of the Labour Party in England and
Secretary of the Railwaymen’s Union, that
there are thousands of good men, experienced
in farming, working on the English railways.
They found the farm wages too low, and as
they were men of more than average intelli-
genee, they seeured work on the railways.

Hon. P. Collier: We should be able to take
those men.

Mr, J. THOMSON: Yes, but we cannot do
so until the group settlements are made ready
for them. We cannot ask a man to leave his
wife and family, come out here and live on
259, a week. Why not get the group settle-
ments ready before the people are brought
out?

Hon, P, Collier: That is a single man’s
job al] right—23s, a week.

Mr, J. THOMSON: We do not want the
single men, We nre asked how we are going
to manage about the harvest if single men are
not brought out., We must have young men
to eope with the harvest. I was born on a
farm.

Mr. Clydesdale:
not think so.

Mr. J. THOMSON: As a boy £ had to go
out and assiat at harvest time, The Australian
hoys of to-day eould do the same thing.

The Minister for Agriculture: And milk
the cows before breakfast?

Mc, J. THOMSON: The boys can do it.
We do not want these men coming out hero
and, after a short stay in the country, present-
ing themselves for meal tickets or stowing
away on boats returaing to England. I have
travelled with migrants and I know we are
bringing out the wrong class of people. 1
say in all seriousness that if the elections were
not at hand and if we had not to consider
those red and blue lines on the map illustrat-
ing the new and the old clectoral boundaries,
T would resign to-morrow as a protest against
the present policy of drift.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, move an amend-
ment,

Mr. J. THOMBON:
ready.

Members: Hear, hear!

Mz, Clydesdale: Then stand up to it.

Mr. J. THOMSON: 'When I look at the
red and blue lines on the map in this Cham-
ber

Mr. Clydesdale:

Mr. Marghall:
tionable.

To look at you, one would

I had an amendment

They frighten you.
The red is the more objee-
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Mr. J. THOMSON: It is the writing on the
-all, When we begin to consider the red and
lue lines I intend to move that the red lines
e extended a little further, and that in-
tead of 50 members we have only 30 mem-
ers in this House, and that in another place,
astead of 30 members——

Mr. McCallum: Have nonef

Mr. J. THOMSON: We cannot do that,
wt we can reduce the number as low as pos-
ible; I shall suggest about 12. That is my
eason for not moving an amendment to thé
vddress-in-reply. L

Hon. P. Collier: It ia not very convincing.

Mr. J. THOMSOX: It should be.

Mr. Clydesdale: [ think the screw has been
it on you.

Mr. MeCallum:
imendment?

Mr. J. THOMSON: Now that the hon.
nember has mentioned Mr. Monger, I r'calisc
hat T was forgetting quite a lot of things.

Hon. P. Collicr: You were forgetting that
-on belong to his party.

Mr. J. THOMSON: Mr. Monger’s specch
it the Primary Producers’ Conference last
veek wng a finc one.

Hon. P. Collier: TIn parts.

Mr. J. THOMSON: There was one de-
‘ect, however; it comtained ne constructive
deas.

The Minister for Works: Be eareful.

Mr. McCallum: You will not be endorsed
yy the party next year

Mr, J. THOMSON: As one of the foun-
lation members of the Country Farty, .I
nust admit that I do not like the way m
shich they have heen trying during the last
year or two to put the Premier out of office.
Sir James Mitchell is the only man on this
side of the Mouse )

Mr. Underwood: That ig worth his sait.

Mr. J. THOMSON: He is the only man
who will be able Lo earry out this immigra-
tion policy, that is, granted he puts it on
right lines. If the Premier would be guided
by the advice of his best friends, all might
yet be well, hut I am afraid he will eontinue
to drift until next vear, and that then we
shall find him on the other side of the House.

Mr. Munsie: You will find that all right.

Mr. J. TITOMSON: And if he continaes
so to drift, T shall be proud to retain my
seat on this side of the House, supporting a
Labour Ministry, The report on prohibition
in America hy the member for Kanowna
(Hon. T. Walker) is a straightforward and
honest report.

Mr. Underwood: Not biassed.

Mr. J. TIHOMSON: But the hon. mem-
ber is a man who could not see the other
side of the picture.

Hon. P. Collier: Yet he is not biassed?

Mr. J. THOMSON: XNot so far as he
could judge it. I have travelled through
America many times. I travelled through
before they had prohibition.

Hon. P. Collier: You have not been there
since, of course?

Mr. J. THOMSON: When travelling
through the prohibition States, 1 ecould al-

Did Monger see your
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ways get a whisky and soda whenever [
wanted it. Of course, I did not want one so
very often. I stayed a month with some
Scoteh people in New Mexice, one of the pro-
hibition States, and I could get liquor just
the same as I can get it in Perth, Mr, Miles
informs me that, during his visit last year,
he could get anything he wgnted in any
State of America, If the member for Kam-
owna had gone down through Virginia and
Maryland and the cctton growing States and
had employed his cloquence to tell the people
there of the land and opportunities offering
in Western Austraia, there would have heen
plenty of young men prepared te come here
and take up land. If the land at Esperance
had been surveyed, any nomber of young
Americans would have heen peimitted to come
here instead of going to Canada, and they
woulidl have made splendid settlers. Iad the
member for Kanowna done this, he would
have donc sone good for his State. With
all due respect. to him, T am afraid his re-
port will have about as much effect as would
1 report issued by the member for West
Perth (Mrs. Cowan) about a mothers’ mcet-
ing in Sydney or Melbourne. I must make a
few remarks ahout His Execellency the Gov-
ernor, The present occupant of the office iy
the best Governor we have ever had in Wost-
ern Australia. T had hoped that he- would
agree to serve another term of office, but 1
understand he docs pot intend te do so. It
is time the Government made representations
to the Imperial authoritics to permit us to
ajipoint our own {overnors,

Hen. P. Cotlier: We should
chance then.

AMr. 7. THOMSOXN: The Chief Justice,
aeting as Lieutenant Governor during the ab-
sence of Hizs Excellency, carried out the
duties in a very satisfactory and able man-
ner, and he should be our Governor. I am
laving a Bill drafted for presentation to
Parliament. this session that has for its ob-
ject the cancelling, ss from the date of the
passing of the measure, of all pensions being
paid to persons who leave the State.

Hon. M. ¥. Trov: Hear, hear!

Mr. 1. THOMSON: An ex-Chief Justice
of Western Australia, who retired a good
many years ago, is drawing a pension of
£1,000 a year. Mr. Justice Rooth is draw-
ing a pension of £850 a year and there are
many other persons drawing lower pensions
that have left the State. Is it fair to the
primary producer or to the tradesman that
this should be sot Ex-Chief .Justice Parker
sold his home and went to Melbourne to live,
vet he is still drawing his pension from this
State. T trust my Bill will receive the sup-
port of every member.

all have a

Mr. UNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [5.14]: Be-
fore entering upon the debate on the Address-
in-reply, I wish to comment upon assertions
made by various people regarding the Royal
Commission that inquired into the condition
of soldier scttlement. One gentleman said
this Royal Commission was just a buffer be-
tween the Government and the soldier settlers;
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it was composed of men who, with the pos-
sible exception of Colonel Denton, did not
know the difference between bearded wheat
and skinless barley; that this want of know-
ledge had resulted in want of sympathy, and
that it was a pity the soldiers had not formed
a political party when they came back; they
wounld have got on better.

Mr, Richardson: Who made that state-
ment?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: A man in the street.

Hon. P. Collier: A member in another
place.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I will tell the House
later who made that statement. .

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He is going up for
election next May. ’

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The man who said
that members of the Royal Commission knew
nothing about wheat or barley presumed that
he knew something himself. As a matter of
fact he does know something about the grow-
ing of wheat. He knows enongh about it to
leave it alone, and was wise enough to get a
soft ‘‘eushy’’ job as inspector under the
Agricultural Bank, and then to go round and
tell other people how to grow it. The man
I am speaking of is Mr, J. Mills, M.1..C,

The Minister for Agrieulture: A
*‘eushy?’’ job, I am sure.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was better than
growing wheat., Why did he not grow it if
he knew something about it? THe knew too
muoeh about it.  After he got out of that
‘‘eushy !’ job, ke got into Parliament,

Capt. Carter: Did he ever make a suecess
of growing wheat?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He ecould not have
done 8o, or he would not have given it up.

Capt. Carter: He tried, did he not?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I do not know.

Mr. Wilson: And then he said we were
buffers.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: As to that, T will
leave the report to apeak for itself.

Mr, Wilson: Hear, hear!

Colonel Denton: Probably he did not read
the report,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The position we have
arrived at in Australia is that after legislat-
ing on top gear for the last 20 years we have
really passed all the legislation we can think
of. The only thing left now for parliamen-
tarians and governments is wise administra-
tion. Mention has been made of the North-
West. It is indeed a pleasure to go through
my district, The season is good, the price of
wool high, mining is improving almost cvery-
where, and e¢vervone is in good temper and
humour,

Capt., Carter: They have a good member,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Posaibly that has
something to do with it. T am not going to
use that wretched phrase ‘‘everyone i3 smil-
ing,”’ but if any member desires to see 3
pleasant and contented people he should go
through my distriect. All are doing reasonably
well there. We have heard a goed deal about
closer settlement in the North-West. The
niember for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) twas try-

very
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ing to point out the necessity for eloser sett
ment when the Leader of the Opposition :
terjected that we could not get it there )
cause the pastoralists held the country for {
next 40 years, Therein the hon. member w
wrong, Pastoral leases will last for anotl
25 years only. The Leader of the Oppositi
was, therefors, wrong to the extent of

years, I would ask any member to read t
schedule of the Land Act giving fitles to p:
toral areas, They will find that the Gover
ment can resume u pastoral area for a
purpose whatever. There is a full page

things for which a pastoral area in Weste
Australia can be resumed. So far as T ki
the pastoralists in my distriet have no desi
tn prevent closer settlement. TFully 30 p
cent, of them would be only too pleased
assist any persen in inducing closer sett
ment there.

Hon. P, Collier:
toral leoldings?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Yes.

Hon. P, Collier: Would they be willing
have their leases eut inte small holdings?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes. The ma
reason why we shonld develop the Nort
West is from the point of view of defenc
A first essential to developmnent, however,
the finding of markets. At present we ba
no market for our meat. The member £
Gascoyne talked enough to get meatworl
established in his district, but up to da
these works have not turned a wheel, heean
there is no market for meat.

Mr. Angelo: The price is too good. Pa
toralists are getting too big o price alread
hut that will not last.

My, UNDERWOQOD: Furthermore, before
person can start on a large seale in that 4i
triet he must first of all gain local knowledg
The hon. member said people had tried
grow banahas and peanuts in his district. F
said the rcason why people had failed to gro
peanuts was that they had no expert to sho
them how to do so.

Mr. Angelo: Quite right.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Does he want tw
experts in order to grow three peanuts? T
we want an expert to show us how to gro
bananas? Were not bananas grown in Ne
South Wales and Quensland before the wor
“fexpert’’ was put into our language? Wei
not bananas grown in Fiji hefore the peop
there knew anything about experts? The bo
member now says we cannot grow banane
at Carnarvon bhecause the Government hav
not senf up an expert.

Mr, Angelo: Wheat was grown ycars ag
without an expert, but it is grown mue
better now because of expert knowledge.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Did the early settler
in Austraiia throw down their swags and i
npan them until experts came along to sho
them how to make a living? Did the earl
pivncers of Western Australia lie on thei
blankets on Monwment Hill until an exper
came along? And yet the hon. member woul
tell us that people were not able to grow pes
nuts in his distriet because of the lack—

Do you meun small pr
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Mr. Angelo: Of expert knowledge.

Mr. CNXDERWOOD: —of experts. Did the
migingl prospeciors wiw vame io this State
vait for an expert to tell them where to look
‘or gold! The geologists were astray when
hey came to deal with Western Australiun
roldfiekls, They had te learn the local con-
litions, and it wns the prospector who went
wut and taught them these things. Had
Bailey and Ford and wmany others slept in
‘heir blankets until the geologists came along
:0 tell them where to find the gold, it would
be in the ground yet. Such is the case in
regard to the North-West. It is different
from auy other part of the world. No expert
that was ever born could tell us exactly what
to do with it. So far as Carnarvon i3 con-
cerned, a pood supply of fresh water would
do more to promote closer settlement than
alt the cxperts could do. An expert cannot
place fresh water where none exists, any more
than 2 geologist can put gold info reefs.

Mr. Apgelo: Do you say there is ne fresh
water there?

Mr, UNDERWQOD: I do say so.

Mr. Angelo: Your opinion is not endorsed
by many experts. I did not know youn knew
so much about water.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: An expert went to
Carngrvon when the big boom was on. He
¢ame from the Agriculfural Department, and
is a man for whom I have some appreciation.
His opinion was that the water is not there.

Mr. Angelo: Who is that?

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Mr. Clifford.

Mr. Angelo: A cadet who has never seen
anything outside the Seuth-West. You vught
to speak of experts!

Mr. UXDERWOOD: Now as to the dis-
graecful disaster whiek oceurred in connection
with coften growing at Derby. I want to
go on forther with these experts. At the
time the Minister for Agricnlture was send-
ing a cotton expert to Derby, I advised Lim
not to semnd anvbody there. I gave the samo
advice to the Premier, and expressed the same
opinion to this House. Still, the North-West
Department, controlled by a Minister who had
seen the North-West through 4 port-hole of a
ship and the wind-screen of a motor car, de-
cided to send men there to grow cotton.

The Minister for Agricolture: On whose
advice¥ Teil me that.

Hon. P. Collier: The whole thing was a
bungle-

Mr. TNDERWOOD: If the Minister for
Agriculture knows on whose advice it was
done, T would like to have the information.
All T know is that the men were sent up there
by the Minister for Agriculture.

The Minister for Agriculture: They were
not sent by the Minister for Agrieulture at
all. Don’t make any mistake about that.

Mr. USNDERWOOD: They were sent on
the advice of an expert from Quecensland, Mr,
Dan Jones, who said Derby was the best
place he knew of. He gave no adviee when
to send the men. Let me give the history of
the matier.
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The Minister for Agriculture: I shall give
the history of it before long.

M, UNDERWOOD:  The Minister for
Agriculture will have a lot of history te give
before I finish,

The Minister for Agriculture: Don't talk
about so-called experts, then.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The people I am
going to talk about are not so-calied experis.
1 am_ perfectly sure they are experts. Mr,
Dan Jones said Derby was the best place he
had seen. Straight away the Government
rush in and send up men te grow cotton at
Derby. They sent them there in November,
Before the men could start work, they were
into December.  They had to get their tools.
They were given unbroken horses. They had
to clear the land, which is fairly thickly
sernbbed. [t wag stated that each man had
fo pet 20 acres eleared and cultivated and
sown before the emd of Janvary. Before the
nien went 1 teld the Ainister that they ought
net to have gone. They had only two months,
They had to get acclimatised, and the elimate
of the North-West is not tep favourable at
that time of the yeur. They had to break in
their horses, though I understand the police
lelped them with that, They had te erect
their machinery, build houses, and sink wells.
One well was 30 odd fect deep and znother
70 odd fect deep. The men had to clear
20 acres and sow it. All these things in two

months! That was the propesition put up
to them. Then the Government send along
experts.  In faet, na ckpert was rent along

with the men, an cxpert who was a clerk in
the Agricuitural Departinent, Next Mr, Evany
went up in a fiving machine and had a look
at the North-West., Hvans's statement was
that the =oil and the elimate were not
suitable for colton growing, that (there
was no subsoil, that when it rained the soil
was like a sieve, and retaingd ne moisture
to keep the plants going. Further, he said
therc were ouly local thunderstorms, whiclt
did not really cool the whole arca like heavy
general rains would do. Tle said the hot
winds cnme off the dry land, which had not
had rain, and burnt the plant at the sur-
face, That is Evang’s report. In point of
fact, the cotton is growing there to-day.

Mr. Angelo: There are four tons of eotton
ceming down uow,

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: This is the expert
Evans, the greatest cotton-growing expert
in Australia! A man who was working there,
who lost his time and his money there, told
me that when the eofton got to the height
Evans mentioned, six inches, there appeared
a small insect, of about the size of the small-
est pin we use. That insect in its thousands
ate every leaf off the cotton plant, and as it
ate the leavis off so it fattened, The insects
wore Iving there in their trousands, almost as
thick as a lead pencil, having fattened on
the leaves of the cotton plant. FEvans the
expert, who saw all that, nevertheless gave us
this imaginary stnff about the climate and
the subsoil and lack of moisture killing the
cotton plant. There are three or four mem-
bers of Parliament who can say to-day that
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they have seen the cotton growing at Derby.
As soon as Evans told the men the things
T have mentioned, they left their land and
their tools and harness and building material
to rot or to be eaten by white ants. Then,
without any cultivation, without any more
attention, uncuitivated and vafertilised, with
the weeds coming up, the cotton is there
to-day.

The Minister for Agriculture: Profitable
eotton growing!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I do not know whether
it is profitable or not. But it is absurd to
think that we can send vup new hands to
clear land and sow it with cotton in two
months, without any knowledge, withont the
necessary fortiliser and tillage. No ecountry
in the world ean grow cotton under such
conditions.

Hon., P. Collier;: Moreover the land was
like a spider’s web with roots of the serub.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: That is so. Now lct
me tell the House what has been told me by
non-experts, hy men who have lived in that
eountry and know it., The country which
Evans recommended for cotton growing—the
blacksoil plains—is subject to flooding with
brackish water frem the sea when fthere is
a big spring tide running into King Sound.
That is the land which Evans recommended,
56 much for the expert.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are not
too keen om experts.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T am not. I like
practical experience. T will come to that
dircetly.

The Minister for Works: Then you are an
expert on c¢xperts.

Me, UNDERWOQOD: I have learnt a good
deal by praetical experience, and that is the
only way a man can learn,

The Minister for Works: Well, that makes
you cxpert.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: No; the University
makes one an expert. In Mr., Evans’s report
there i3 an extraordinary geographical mis-
take, or possibly it is a printer’s error.
Evans recommended the land to the north-
west of Cape Levegue. Tooking at the map
one sees that there is no land north-west of
Cape Leveque. The first land one strikes to
the north-west of Cape Leveque is the western
end of Java. Mr. Colebateh in his lecture
spoke about North-West Kimiberley. How-
ever, one cannof get north-west of a south-
west coast line, The ‘‘West Australian,’’
which also oeght to know something about
geography, followed up Evans in his state-
ment about land north-west of Cape Leveque.
He meant north-east. Apparently his know-
ledge of geography is as good as his knowledge
of cotton growing in the North-West. Then
we sent another expert to the North-West,
Mr. Evans reported the presence of loop worm
there. Australians have known loop worm
all their lives. Further, Mr. Evans said there
was a boll worm which had got out of the
cotton at Broome into the wild hibiscus. He
said we had the wrong cotton seed. Of
course, the fact is, as the Leader of the Op-
position has said, that the boll worm got out
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of the wild hibiscus because of the cotton.
The expert ordered half an acre of cotton to
be destroyed because the boll worm had got
out of the cotton into the wild hibiseus.

Hon, P. Collier: The Broome people were
prepared to resist that. They were armed
when we were there.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Then the Miniater
for Agriculture went East, and found thai
the boll worm was in Queensland. Since his
return he has discovered that the boll worm
is also in the Northern Territory. As a faet,
there was never cnough cotton grown in
Broome to sew a button ou with, Iustead of
the worm getting out of the cotton into the
wild hibiseus, it came out of the wild hibiscns
into the colton. Te possess that knowledge,
one does mot need to be an expert, but only an
ordinary Australian citizen having some ae-
quaintance with the worms there are in this
eountry., I still believe that closer culture is
pessible in the North-West. But first of all
we want to sccure markets, and then we want
to study the country. At present we are pay-
ing an expert from Queensland. As to this
expert 1 say, if he is any good at all, let us
give him a fair chance. In my opinion, no
man living, no matter what his cdneation may
be, can know about the North-West: he has
got to learn about the North-West in the
North-West. Give him a chanege; allow hinr
te establish experimental farms; give him a
man or two and give him two or three years
to try to 'find out the right season to sow
things, to try to discover the various insect
pests that may appear in the crops and gener-
ally to find out the conditions in the North-
West. Furthermore, I would say regarding
the new appointment, keep the officer in the
Agricultural Department.

The Minister for Agrieulutre:
there.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: Do not for Heaven'’s
sake puf him under the control of the North-
West Department. T have a reason for say-
ing that, and it is not only on account of the
failure of the North-West Department. An
agrieultural expert must be permitted to deal
with the Agricultural Department and any
communication from him must go to the ex-
neutive oflicer of that department. Tf you put
the officer under the North-West Department,
any communication he may make will have to
go through the Commissioner for the North-
West, and the Commissioner for the North-
‘West will transfer the message to the Sce-
retary for the North-West, and the Seeretary
for the North-West will pass it on to Mr.
Sutton, the executive officer of the Agricul-
tural Department, and then it will go back in
the same way. Mr, Sutton will confer with
the Secretary of the North-West Department,
andl the Secretary of the North-West Depart-
ment will ¢onfer with the Commissioner for
the North-West and so on. I hope that the
expert will be placed under the direct control
of the Agricultural Department and that the
Minister will not allow him to be interfered
with by the North-West Department.

The Minister for Agriculture: He is only
an advisory officer.

He will be
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Mr. UNDERWOOD: So long as he has
easonable intelligence, a knowledge of soils,
govd conskilulion aud plenty of energy we
hould give him a chanece. T will leave the
Torth-West and tomch on a matter that af-
ccts parents in this State—the finding of oe-
upations for young Western Australians. The
reatest difficulty parents experience to-day is
o find employment for their boys. We have
rany good parents, amd a large number of
hem are deluded parents, too, who take the
dviee of our Edueation Department and send
heir boys—I am uot worrving about the
irls——

Mrg, Cowan: You ecan leave them to me.
Mr, UNDERWQOD : ——to schieol and keep
hem at school bevond the age at which they
vght be apprenticed. Go where we will in
his Stale we find imported tradesmen and
wustralian labourers,

AMr, Munsie: With the exception of ‘the
rofessional men in mining.

My, UNDERWOOD: We find that parents
annot get their boys apprenticed to any
rade,

Mr. A, Thomson:
orrect. i
Mr, UNDERWOOD: Tt only needs to be
whked into to bhe put right. There are two
r three things that ean happen. There is the
estriction of the number of hoys to be em-
loyed. 1 speak with knowledge when T say
hat there are two or three trades—printing
nd tailoring amongst them—which  were
wamped by bovs who were taught a
mall  seetion, and in a year or two
rove out the men. The position he-
ame such that it was necessary to make
ke provision that there should be only a cer-
ain number of apprentiees to a given number
£ journcymen. Take the position of en-
ineers. I do not know what it is to-day, but
. few years agoe we could have only one ap-
rentice to five journeymen in the enginering
rade. An apprentice had to serve five years,
vhich mennt that every apprentice at en-
ineering had to remain at it for 30 years to
roduce another man to take his place. Tn
ngineering, and in boiler making also, quite
large nvmber who qualify pgo to sea or go
nto the mines, or work in many jobs where
nly one or two men are required and where
pprentices cannot be taken. Thus a man
vould have to be at the trade for 60 years
efore he could teach another to gnalify so as
o take his place. Mr, Somerville of the Ar-
ittration Court went into the question and he
wt up a very geod scheme, after having
hought it over earnestly. 1ITir scheme was a
0ad one for the boy, but it has worked out
hat under it the employers do not want ap-
rentices.

Mr. Mungie:
ircs. .
Mr. CNXDERWOOD: Therefore the scheme
as failed. | am sure T am right when T say
hat there are thousands of parents in this
tate whn are not so much worried about the
ages that a boy carns as they are about
aving their boys turned out good tradesmen,

That is, unfortunately,

They will not have appren-
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and when the boy has nohody to represent
him, the unions leave him out to put up the
men's wages. The employers say, ©* ANl right,
we are not going to fight that; let it go.’”
The result is that we have no apprentices, It
has been suggested that a Royal Commission
should be appoeinted to inquire into this ques-
tion. Generally speaking I am opposed to
Royal Commissions, but in this ease it is wr-
gently necessary that the matter should be in-
quired into because there should be some body
to lonk after the hoys. T noticed in this
morning’s paper a paragraph about the
AW.U. and the amount of wages required to
employ shed hands. The paragraph stated
titat hoy shed hands were not mentioned. As
a matter of fact boys are never mentioned,
and T think that we parents should take a
hand and sec that our Australian boys are
given a chance to become tradesmen and mot
to remain merely labourera to imported trades-
men. 1 next come to something of possibly
more importance, the question of immigration,
We have heard a great deal about this for
some years. Tn my opinion the necessities for
immigration are, in the first place, defence,
and in the second place we have run over our-
selves to some extent by providing facilities
such as railways, jetties and other things over
and ahove the power of our people to use.
To bring people here would tend te assist in
the defence of the coungry and to use the
facilities T have veferred to, and in that way
relicve us to some extent of the interest and
sinking fund on the capital cost of construe-
tion. On the subject of defence, T am not
altogether hysterical, and T am under the im-
pression that if we do not get any more
people into this eountry, which we have held
for mearly 1530 years, we shall continne to
hold it for possibly another 150 years. Again,
an far as defence i concerned, we are not yet
dead. Regarding the utilities T have quoted,
we would be very pleased if we had more
people to use them so as to relieve us to some
extent of the burdens we arc carrying. But
if it beecomes a burden to us to hring migrants
here, I claim that we 3."o arc here are quite
able to put our shouldes up and continve to
make use of those utilities ourselves.

Mr. Davies: Conditions have changed.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: What counditions have
changed?

Mr. Davies:
altered.

Mr, UNXDERWOOD: T will admit condi-
tions have ehanged in Australin, We have been
reading the speech made hy the president of
the Primary Producers’ Association. T would
not give prominence to that gentleman, except
for the reason that he called his pathering the
Producers’ Parliament. That gentleman de-
clares annually that his speech contains the
poliey of the country.

Hon. P. Coliier: He is the Prime Minister
of that Parliament.

Mr. U"SDERWOOT:. : From what T know
of him e is the Prime Minister of Western
Auvstralia.

Mr. J. H. Smith: A brainy man.

The map of the world has
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‘Hon. P. Collier:
convert.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The president of this
association declares in his famous speech—

Fully realising the advantages that will
acerue to the State and indirectly to every
landowner— .

Mr. Munsie: That is the poini, he owns
a lot.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Again he says—

In addition to lessening our taxes it
would cause a considerable appreciation in
land values.

There is the primary produeer!

Mr. Munsic: That is his main theme,

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: It is coming to a con-
test between the Nationalists and the Coun-
try Party. The Nationalists have no desire
for any great inerease in land values. As a
matter of fact, we Nationalists, from the Pre-
mier down, realise that high land costs are
against produetion. ’

The Minister for Agriculture: No, they are
not.

AMr. UNDERWOOD: They are.

The Minister for Agriculture: They stimu-
late production.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am quite prepared
to let that go. I contend that Jow land values
stimulate production.

The Minister for Agriculture: They do not.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: I am prepared to ac-
cept the Country Party’s policy that high
land values promote production. That, we
see, is the policy of the Country Party, namely
to inerease land values.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is your
atatement of fact.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: T accept that state-
ment of fact. They want migration, net
only for defence and for the public utilitics
to he used, bnt they want it to secure an
inerease in the price of land—there spoke Mr,
Monger, landowner and boss of all the Coun-
try Party! T am sorry there is no representa-
tive of the Ugly Men’s Association in the
Chamber at the moment. I apgree it would he
to our advantage to have more people in
Western Australia. At the same time T have
no degire to sce Perth in a similar position to
Melbourne or Sydney, where tens of tLhou-
sands of people live in flats or live with three
or four families jn the one house, If it were
not for defence and the using of our public
utilities, we would be right as we are. We
want additional population, however, and
when looking for migrants we should look
for the type that eame here 70 years ago.

The Minister for Agriculture: Times have
changed. -

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, and so have
people. Nearly 70 vears ago my mother came
here in an immigrant ship with a number of
other servant girls. Foar four wmonths they
were out of sight of tand; they had mo tinned
milk and there was no cow aboard; there
was no freexer in which to keep fresh meat,
and there was no fruit aboard. I have read
a lot about a man named Driver, who was

You are only a recent
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aceustomed to writing at great lemgth abont
food calories. le snid we were not now
building wp as goeod a class of person as
those of past gererations. You can imagine,
Mr. Speaker, the food calories the people
got who came to Western Australia with
my mother!

The Minister for Works: They had them
all right, but did not eall them anything.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: I do not desire to
talk about my family affairs, but it may in-
terest members to know that my mother has
about 100 direct descendants, she has not a
false tooth in her head, and can read to-day
without glasses. With all the food ealories
they talk about, can we get that class of per-
son to-dav? Are the descendants of those
people going to pay for ¢otton wool to wrap
these migrauts in?

Mr. Mullany: Calories killed those people.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I appreciate very
much the sentiment and thought that prompts
the Uply Men’s Association in the work its
members are doing. Generosity is a fine sen-
timent that can always be appreciated. At
the same time, the Association was deing an
imjury to the State until portion of its
activities came in for' free diseussion. Thosc
““drives,”” undertaken in order to find posi-
tions for migrants, meant that in taking
care of the laktter, they were pushing young
Western Australians ont of work.

Hon. P. Collier: Therc is no doubt about
that.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Not a shadow of
doubt. Although acting with good intentiong
these officials did the State s real injury.
Let members contrast the pogition of the
migrants to-day with that of those who eamc
to Western Australia 30 or 70 years ago. In
those davs there was no Ugly Men’s Associa
tion, no New Settlers’ League, nor yet any
Government department to go to to be looked
after. Migrants in those days had to takc
their chance with the rest of the people; any
migrant who comes to Western Australia to:
day must take hiz chanee with the people
already here.

Mr. A. Thomson: You should tell them
that before they c¢ome here, if that is so,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T do mot eare whai
they arc told——

The Minister for Works:
want them to be spoon fed,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: If migrants are
satisfied with the hole they are in at Home,
do not let them come here. Tf they come
here and yet kmow a better hole, let them
go to ik —

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That s all right,
but they are influenced by what they are
told.

You do not

Mr., Wilson: They are induced to come
here.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Then cut that part
out.

The Minister for Agriculture: There

c¢ould they get a hetter hole?
Mr, Corbor: Then let them come herc
without any inducements.
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The Coloninl Secrctary: The old settlers
se not developed the country very much
to the present.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: We are not under

¥ compliment to these people; we can pull

'ough without migrants. They are not

ning here to save us, We will give them

1elping hand and do what we can for them
they come here, but they are not permanent
ests, They are not here to suit us. I ad-

t that the Government have had some

‘ious trouble regarding migration, and the
wernment have done their hest to place

grants.  Although the President of the

imary Producers’ Association said last
ar he was in favoor of migration wnd

:dged his Association to that policy, this
ar he says he is still in favour of migra-
m, but the policy is not being earried out

right lines.

The Minister for Agriculture:
umk for your platform.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T have not got a
atform to put it on. Mr. Monger said
at migrants were wanted in Western Aus-
alia te increase the price of land and he
inted the scheme thorougbly organised.

Mr. C. C, Maley: He wanted wigrants

inerease the work done on the land.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: No, he wants them to
crease the value of Jand,

Mr. C. C. Maley: How much have you done

inerense the value of land here?

Mr. UNDERWOOQD: There were eolumns
' tripe from the President of the Primary
roducers’ Asseciation, and one thing he
id was—

A eomprchensive scheme of immigration
involving the spending of millions cannot
be carried out successfully unless therough
organisation obtains, and this T maintain
does not exist in thig State. The Premier,
as Minister for Lands, conirols and dir-
ects from his Perth office the State immi-
gration settlement policy, and is personally
responsible for the scheme now being ear-
ried out
Hon, P. Collier: What is wrong with that?
Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Aceording to that,
wre are three Country Party Ministers who
ave no responsibility whatever.

Hon. . Collier: Don’t you read the ‘¢ West
astralian®’?

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: T know all about this
ithjeet. These three Ministers have no re-
ponsibility and ryet we have had an ulti-
wmtum from them that the Country Party
itend at the next clection to stand as a
eparate and distinct politieal entity.

Hon. P. Collicr: They don’t know where
hev are.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That was a misunder-
tanding!

Hon. P. Collier: All is uncertain!

Mr. TNXDERWOOD: There is no uncer-
ainty ahount this, for it shows the poison gas
hey will put over us.

The Minister for Agriculiure: Over whom?

Mr. UNXDERWOOD: The Nationalists.

Liewot.-Col. Denton: What are you?

That is a
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Hon. P, Collier: The right wing intends to
clont the left wing,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The three Country
Party Ministers accept no responsibility and
anything that is wrong is te be laid at the
doors of the Premier and the Nationalists.

Hon. P. Collier: And what is right be-
longs to the Country Party.

Mr., UNDERWQOD: That is the poison
gas all right.

Hon. P. Collier: It is a new style of fifty-
fifty,

Sitting suspended from 6.15 lo 7.830 pamn.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: Before tea I was
speaking on the question of immigration. I
pointed out seme of the difficulties the orig-
inal scttlers, our parents, had when they were
immigrants, They came to this eountry ef
their own volition. Put inte Bairnsfather’s
words, they were Inoking for ‘‘a better ‘ole.”’
The difference to-day is most marked, I do
not think the present system tends to produce
better Australians. To-day we have all these
associntions looking after the migrants. We
have the department in London going to more
or less trouhle to select them. Their passages
are paid. On arrival here they are met by
citizens’ associations, by the Ugly Men's As-
gociation, by the New Settiers’ League, and
by the vigilance committee at the Trades
Hall. Each of those associations is hreath-
ing into the migrants’ ears ‘‘Codlin’s the
friend, not Short.’” My idea of a migrant is
one who comes to the country as my parents
did, of his own volition, finds it a good eoun-
try, makea the best of it, and does well in
it. Persons who cannot get on in sueh con-
ditions are not likely to make the class of
Australians  that {ook Gallipoli or that
stopped the German rush at Amiens. I was
apeaking also about the remarks of the presi-
dent of the Primary Producers’ Association
in respeet of the Premier, That gentleman
was complaining, not that the immigration
system was right, but that its administra-
tion was wrong, and that the fault lay with
the Premicr. I have had opportunity to look
into the work dome. T must confess that
some of it is bad. Still, there has been eon-
siderable improvement; the system of work-
ing the group settlements and handling the
migrants has greatly improved during the
past year, Our friends oppesite have com-
plained of the wages paid to migrants. The
member for East Perth (Mr. Hughes) quoted
the experience of a migrant who was landed
in this country free of charge, was taken out
to the head of the railway free of charge,
and was provided with work. The complaint
was that he had 17 miles to walk to his job.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: He was not landed
free of charge.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: My comment on his
experience is °‘Poor fellow, did ’em de it.’’
Y have waltked 700 miles looking for work,
In Furope or anywhere ¢lse 1 man not able
or willing to walk hundreds of miles looking
for work is not much good; at all events, he
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will not be much good in Auwstralia, and he
had better stop in the “‘’ole’’ he is in, for
this is not a better one. But althengh I have
watked 709 miles looking for work, I may
say I fared very well at the finish. Anybedy
not prepared to do that, had beiter stop where
he is, and not charge ws up with the expense
of carrying him te Wostern Australia. This
brings me to what I think is the most im-
portant position we, as members of Parlia-
ment, have arrived at. As I said previously,
for the past 20 years we have been legislating
on top gear. No man in Australia can con-
ceive of any big legislation ahead of us.
There is no big question which can divide
opinion, such, for instance, as tax grants,
or protection versus free trade. ‘Those are
all past. To-day administration is the great
funetion of Auwstralian Parlinments, Federal
and State, and it will be so for many years
to come, always remembering that as a Par-
liament we nre endeavouring to govern peo-
ple. I have read many constitutions and
many systems, and I think the system of
democracy, as worked out by the voice of the
people through their representatives in Par-

liament, is the best the mind has yet
conceived. DBut we seem to have worked that
to a finish. No member of the House can

suggest any improvement to onr Constitu-
tion. Stil), there seems to be a law of nature
that we must be moving, It does not seem
to matter much whether backwards or for-
wards, but move we must. We have arrived
at adult suffrage, the voice of the people
through their cleeted representatives. We do
not scem to get any further,

Mr. Davies: What about elective minis-
tries?
Mr. UNDERWOQOT: We have had that.

We must still move hackwards or forwards.
T think we are going backwards, for we have
reached the stage in drifting back where ox-
centives, or people appointed by a section of
the community, are endeavouring to control
those elected by the people. The Country
Party, or the Primary Producers’ Associa-
tion, appear to be the Jeaders in fhis. As a
Parliament we can only govern people by
their respect for and confidence in us, There
is another way to govern, namely, by force.
Anybody who does anything to reduce the
status of Parliament, or rob it of the respeet
and confilence of the people, is doing some-
thing derogatory to the interests of his
country. When we find we bave asscciations
desiring to control those whom the people
have clected, we know we are running on
wrong lines. I am not going to say anything
about the Labour Party; for the time being
I have sofficient to deal with in the address
delivered by the president of the Primary
Producers” Association, who evidently dom-
inates the Country Party and the members re-
presenting that party in the House.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is only
your inference.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T will read some ex-
tracts from the president’s specch.
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The Minister for Apgriculture: Read ¢
whele of it,

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: It is toe long.
took him an hour and & half to deliver. He
is one thing he snid—

At one stage we certainly did think th
two main sections of our movement wc
not functioning as we had reason to expe
and that the absence of collaboration a
co-pperation between the Country Party a
the exccutive was creating & breach whi
might lead to serions consequences. I a
however, pleased to be able to say I ho
that danger is now past, and that I lo
forward in the future to full cordial «
operatien (applavse).

I have no doubt the Minister for Agriculty
applauded that. The president’s speach e
tinues—

You nced not fear that the exccutive
this assoeiation is trying to usurp the fw
tions of the eleceted of the people; but
the other hand it will not hesitate to &
with, and, when neecssary, advise, me
hers on matters which are ecaleulated
affeet our industries.

They will not hesitate to deal with them.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are p
ting a wrong interpretation on that.

Mr, UNDERWOQOD: Exactly. In the Ei
lish language ‘‘deal’’ has three meanin

The Minister for Agriculture: Is that
vou find wrong in the president’s speechf

My, UXDERWOOD: No, I will come
the rest of it. ‘‘Deal’’ is a board, a bit
wood. Again, a magistrate has accused p
sons before him and he ““deals’’ with the
The Labour Party in New South Wales quo
recently have ‘‘dealt’” with a few of th
members.  That is another meaning of -
word ‘‘deal.’’ There is still another me
ing—*‘to deal’’ means to trade, to exchan

The Colonial Secretary: What about a f
deal?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Forty years ago -
sandalwooder used to go out into the In
with his teamn and dray and bring in a lo
He brought it into the storckeeper. 11
storekeeper took the sandalwood, gave -
old ““Groper’’ a fifty of flour, & bit of ¢
pork and a gallon of rum and sent him .
again. That was a deal. What other meani
has the word ¢*deal””? Tf Mr. Monger u
the word in the sense that a magistr,
““denls’’ with an aceused person, well ¢
good. Tf he used it in the sense of mak
an exchange, it means— ‘We are prepm
to give you political support in exchar
for some politieal advantage fo ourselves

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
wrong interpretation.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: What interpretat
does the Minister put uwpon it? I shall
glad to hear him give the fourth meaning
““deal”’ when he speaks. T£ it has come
a maftter of dealing in the semse of an
change for some advantage, there is be
introdured into our pelitics one of the wa
features of American politiecs. Tamma:
praft, all that is bad in American polit
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is keing introduced into the polities of Aus-
tialia, and by whom? By the Country Party.

The Minister for Agriculture: Go on quot-
ing the speech.

AMr. TCXDERWOOD: T intend to. We have
been treated to a most degrading exhibition
in the appointment of the Federal Govern-
ment. Fifteen members in a Parliament of
111

The Minister for Agriculture: Not 111.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Yes, including 36
senators; fiftcen members out of 111—less
than one-seventh of the total—by a devi-
ous——

Hon. P. Collier: By a deal.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Quite so—by a deal,
are able to assert who is to he Prime Minister
of Australia, who are to be Ministers of the
Cabinet and to dominate the policy of Aus-
tralia. That is what occurred in Federn)
politics. \When such things occuz, the people
are apt to lose their respeet for Parlinment,
and once they lose their respect for Par-
liament, bad times are likely to follow., I
shall quote further from the repert of the
specch by the president of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, the president of the
farmers’ parliament, who takes precedence
over Ministers in this House.

The Minister for Agriculture:
way 9

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Mr. Monger said—

I think the consistent attitude of the
Country Party since its creation proves its
unsclfishness and its willingneas to co-oper-
ate with others in the interests of stable
government.
Fancy saying that, after 13 out of 111 mem-
bers of the Federal Parliament have sunk
Australian politics into the most degrading
position they have ever been in—bargaining,
growling, huckstering for personal positroas?

Hon. P, Collier: Of course the Nationalists
were all parties to that bargaining, growl-
ing, and huckstering.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: I shall give that in.

Hon. P. Collier: Both were sinners.

Mr. TXDERWOOD: Yes, bhoth were sin-
ners.  Mr. Monger, in hiz address, added—

Even at the risk of reiteration, I want
to again remind delegates it was the Coon-
try Party who brought about the defeat
ot the Labour Party, and it has been the

Country Party who have kept them out of

power since 1916.

Hon. P. Collier: That is mot true.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I am not saying if is
true; T do not want the hon. member to
accuse me,

Capt. Carter: Monger says =o; therefore
it must he so,

Mr. TXDERWOOD: Ministers and parlia-
mentarians sit down under the guidance of
an outsider and allow him to make these
statements.

The Minister for Agriculture: You will
get a hite if you keep going long cnoungh.

AMr, TNDERWOQOD: Mr, Monger also
deali with that infamous conference as a re-
sult of which the Lahour Government were
put out of office. He did not enter altogether

In what
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into the bargaining carried on at that time,
but there was 5 bargaining, and Mr. Monger
was there during the bargaining.

Ifon. P. Collier: He was the chief auction-

cer.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Part of the barpain
was that a commission should be appointed
to inquire into the agricultural industry. It
eost us £3,000,

Hon. P. Collier: It cost £10,000,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: And the report is in
the pigeon-holes now.

Hon, P, Collier: That is so.

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The Esperance
Northwards railway was considered to be un-
warranted because it was said there was too
mueh salt in the seil, but another ecommis-
sion wag appointed at a cost of £4,000 or
£5,000 to inquire whether there was salt in
the soil, Those arc some of the things that
this leader, this outside leader, has done for
Western Australis. I do not know how the
Minister for Agriculture is going to get on
with his leader, after having told us that he
has found a new province at Esperance.

The Minister for Agriculture: I told you
nothing of the sort.

Mr, Corboy: You did not deny it when the
paper published it as coming from you,

The Minister fer Agriculture: That I had
said what? )

Mr. Corboy: That you had discovered a
new provinee.

The Minister for Agriculture: I did not
say 1 had discovered it. That is your imag-
ination,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: Mr, Monger fells us
how the coalition was formed, and how they
put the Labour Government out; but there
was another coalition after that.

The Minister for Agriculture: For whom
are you apologising now?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: TI-am not apolo-
gising  for anyone. I wish to eall
attention to another agrecement. When the

Empire was in danger we held a mecting of
all seetions of Parliament and put uvp a pro-
position that we would drop party politics and
prarty bhias for the purpose of winning the
war, The Country Party came inte that and
onc of the undertakings was that members
would reprerent the people who elected them,
irrespeetive of any outside cxceutives, ecliques
or organisations. The Counttry Party have for-
gotten the compact they then made with us.
They now tell us they are zoing to stand

The Minister for Agrieorture: A compact
matle with whom?

Mr, UXDERWOOD: With us; I was one
of them. They have forgotten all ahont the
compact made with us when onr very existence
as a nation ways in danger. They tell us now
they are geing to stand as & separafe politieal
entity.

Licut-Colonel Denton: About time, too.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:  As a politieal entity
the Commtry I'arty, who eannot win and have
not won a single Senate seat, have not a
stray dog's chanee of ever conirolling the af-
£airs of Western Australia.
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Lieut.-Colonel Denton: They are in the
Governmeant to-day.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Bui so soon as the
other half pull out, where are they? We are
not going to allow ourselves to be had like
that again, Their great and glorious presi-
dent can never get a majority, but he and his
party will do devious things in the way of
being a horse of mullock between the
two main political reefs in order to gain some
enrichment from either side,

Lieut.-Colonel Deanton: And you will be
wrecked,

Mr., UNDERWOOD:
yet,

Mr. Angelo: To which party do you helong
now?

Hon. P. Collier: Evidently not to yours.

Mr. UNDERWOUD: The Leader of the
Opposition has put the position clearly—
the hon. member’s (Mr. Angelo) wasg a
man‘tage of convenience.

Hon, P. Collier: They have guarded against
that in future. There ars to be no more in-
terlopers.

Mr. UNDERWOUD: They have passed a
motion that one cannot come in unless he
hns been a member sinec prior to the latest
eonference. There is some wisdom in that,
but after all they have “‘snavelled’’ all they
are likely to get from us. There are no more
of ns likely to eross over to the Country
Party. They have stampeded all that are
‘‘stampede-able, ??

The Minister for Agriculture:
never likely to have you,

Mr. UNDERWQOD: The Minister can get
some plain speaking from me anyhow.

The Minister for Agrieulture: And we shail
give it back.

Mr. UNDERWQOOD: Good.

Mr, Clydesdale: How they love cach other!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: T well remember the
voices of our opponents when I was in the
Scaddan Government, and loudest amongst
those opponents was Mr. Monger elamouring
that Mr. MeCallum was the power behind the
throne. That was not much more than a bare
assertion, but cven allowing that it was true,
McGCaltum had the deeency and the good man-
ners to remain behind the throne. Mr., Mon-
ger does not romain behind the throne. He
eomes out; he is the throne itself and Country

I am not wrecked

They are

Party members here are his offsiders. I will
read another extract from Mr. Monger’s

speech, showing how the Country Party fal-
lows other parties. He says—
It 18 extremely bad taste for a section of
the metropolitan Press
e means the *‘ West Australian’’——
to be continnally giving the Premier eredit
for everything that is apparently well, and
by infercnce easting blamc on other Min-
isters in cases where affairs are not pro-
greasing satisfactorily. The continvous ad-
ulation of the Premier to the cxclusion of
fair recognition of the work done hy other
Ministers is, in my opinion, more likely to
cause bitterness than a feeling of cordiality
and esteem which is essential to the satis-
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factory working of Governments composed

of two parties.
1f I were in the Ministry and the Premier
was not treating me well, I would get out of
it. I will say this for the ‘‘ West Auatralian’-
they have more sense than to discredit any
member of the Mitchell Ministry. I admit the
adulation, but ecompare the ‘‘West Anstra-
lian’’ with the vitaperative abuse of the
¢ Primary Producer,’’ Monger’s own paper.

Hon. P. Collier: Not a bad paper.

Mr. UNDERWQOQOL: Then imagine the
leader of the Primary Producers’ Parliament
complaining about I’ress criticsm!

Mr. Richardson: YWhat did they say about
rou f
? Lieut.-Col. Denton: They left him alone.

Mr, UNDERWQOD: Many persons and
many papers have said things about me, but
ne one has yet said anything to prevent me
from winning my eleetion.

Hon. P. Collier: It is too far away. 1t is
not heard wp there.
Mr., UNDERWOOD: At this juncture

every thinking man should do the best he can
to maintain the demoeracy of Australia. To
uphold the respeet of this Parlinment shouli
be regarded as part and parcel of demeceracy.
One of the principles of democracy is that
memhers of this Parliament should carry out
the duties their constituents sent them here
to do. The Country IPParty have an executive.
Tt is Iaid down in their rules

The Minister for Agriculture:
long to any association?

Mr. UNDERWOOD: I have my eon-
stitueney. When any question arises it is
1aid down in the rules that the executive meet
the members of Parliament.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: That is entirely wrong,

Mr. UNDERWQQOD: That is in the rules.
There shall be an equal number of the ex-
ecutive with the Parliamnetary members,
This means to say that those members of this
House, under the aegis of the Primary Tro-
dneers Association, are only half members.

The Minister for Agriculture: Absolute
rubbish,

AMr, UNDERWQOD:, They are only 50
per cent. members, becavse they have an
unelected person who has an equal voice with
them. I think for the future they will be
known as ‘‘fifty-percenters.’’

Mr. Richardson: Twin hrothers.

Lient.-Cal. Denton: What are you?

Mr. INDERWOOD: T am a full member.

The Minister for Agriculture: More often
full than eotherwise.

My, Corbov: That is nasty and hurtful.

Mr, INDERWOOD: That is all right.
T am able to express my views whatever my
condition may be. Each of the members of
this Chamber who belongs to the Country
Party, not as an offsider but an equal, is
only n half mcmber when he comes to deal
with any political matters conrerning primary
prodoetion or the advancement of the State,
which eovers everything. One of the ruies of
demoeracy i3 that a member is responsible
to the people who cleet him, and to ne one
else. Could a woman vote for a Country

Do you be-
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Party man? How mueh power bas a woeman
in electing the other 50 per cent.? Bhe has
no vote at all.

Lieut,-Col. Denton: A democratic half.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: How much voice
has the ordinary farm labourer in electing
someone on the executive, who is pgoing to
be the associate member with the members
of the Country Pariy? Who will cleet
them? We are going right over the head of
democracy, which our forefathers and we, to
a certain extent, Fought for, and are allow.
ing it te drift away because of an irrespon-
sible person like Mouper, and hecanse there
are zome people who are prepared te he
clecterl to Parliament, but have not the man-
liness to stand up and say that having been
cleeted to Parliament they are responsible
only to the people who eleeted them.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.7}: I
have listened fo various speakers during this
debate.

The Minjster for Agriculture: Tull mem-
bers or noi-full members?
Mr. MARSHALL: I compliment the

member for Pilbara (Mr., Underwood) upon
his strong indictment of the primary pro-
ducers and their inlerference with respon-
sible Government. T will leave them to work
out their own salvation.

Hen. P, Collier: Their ruoin!

Mr. MARSHALL: When they have done
that properly they will find sufficient to en-
gage their attention for a long time. I have
read the Governor’s Specch with interest.

Capt. Carter: Right through?

Mr. MARSHALL: Word for word, and
figure for figure. It wonld have been a
magnificent address, but that it is deveid of
all substance, and, as the member for Clare-
mont said, of constructive ideals. I do not
know whether the people apply the Speech
to the State in general, and think how it
will affect it or how individuals are to fare
under the administration of the Government,
It is full of promises, as wnsual,

Mr. Mann: They are being put into ex-
ecution,

Mr. MARSHALL: There does not appear
to be much exeeution about it. The Speech
says, My advisers anticipate that eontin-
uous employment will be available for all
labour offering.”’

Mr. Mann: You agree with that?

Mr. MARSIIALL: That is one of the
promises that will never be fulfilled.

The Colonial Secretary: That is where
Fou are wrong,

Mr. MARSHALL: Who advises the Gov-
ernor? 1T assome the Goverment advise
the Governor. They put words into his
mouth, and he reels them off like a parrot
that has been taught {o use certain words
and make the house more cheerful therchy.
Are the Government under the impression
that they have provided continuous employ-
ment in the past for afl the people?

The Colonial Seeretary: Never go baek;
always go forward.
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(Capt. Carter: Tt is only a matter of eom-
parison. They have dane pretty well,

Mr. MARSHALL: For an indifferent Gov-
ernment they have exeelled themsvlves. There
is o great deal of unemployment during many
periods of the year. The only outlook the
Jeople have is that it is contemplated by the
advisers of the Governor that continuous
cmployment will be provided for all labour
offering, The member for Pilbars (Mr. Tn-
derwood) said that when people lost faith in
Parlinmentary Government there would be a
disastrous time ahead. Tf there is to be un-
empleyment in the future and the Government
do vot propose to do much more than they
have done, o great section of the community
will lose faith both in the Government and in
Farliamentary regime. The Speech contem-
plates that everything will he happy and gay
in the future, that becuuse of the good rains
sheep and cattle are looking well, that the
price of wool is rather good, that the pros-
pects of greater discoveries of gold are very
promising, and it nlso contemplates that, at
the expense of the taxpayers, every assistance
will he given to private enterprise.  What
about that large section of the commnunity
which might well be considered from the
3tate point of view? The Speech containg
not a word about providing for the workers
in the State, er their homes or any security
of employment. The Covernment ask the
people to have full faith in the Parliamentary
regime, as being free and demoeratic. I can
see nothing in the Governor’s Speech that is
nol Conservative. The circumstances of the
every day worker of this State are perfectly
apparent to every member of this Chamber.
During the reeess some members regard it as
o respousihility to foster organisation to pro-
vide homes for the workers. On the other
hand the Government, instend of legislating
to prevent cxploilation of homes in the eity,
do nothing. The member for Katanning (Mr.
A. Thomson) drew a ghastly pieture of the
material used in the construction of a hospital
at Katanuing. That was about the length of
his intelligenre and the substance of his argn-
ment on the Address-in-reply. He went on to
say that it would not be right to interfere
with the drastic exploitation going on in the
¢ity, because it would bring about confusion
with which the Government wouid never be
nble to cope. The time has long since gone
by when the Government should have given
effect to a resolution passed here for the es-
tablishment of a fair rents court. The wail
of the people affected by rack renting is un-
like in its cffects to that of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Assoziation, who are able to bring
pressure to bear on the Government. But the
wail of the people is Joudly heard in Perth,
and T believe the same thing applies to the
large towns of Western Australia. There is
an ahsolute ramp of exploitation as to rents,
which take from the worker the cash which
he hadly nerds fér feeding, eclothing, and
housing his family. If we walk closely within
the sphere of life of these people, we dis-
eover other effects detrimental to the welfare
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and progress of the State. The young people
of to-day are none too eager to marry. The
wretehed picture which comes before him
daily will make any broad-minded young man
eongider his position before taking on the re-
sponsibilities of matrimony.

The Minister for Agriculture: The trouble
is that he gets too much to look at,

Mr, MARSHALL: I have a weakness for
the opposite sex, and will not be too hard on
women. The trouble is the cost of married
life to-day.

Mr. Muollany: Not the girl?

Mr. MARSHALL: No, I would not like to
imply that. The basic wage for the city is
now about £3 125, 6d. per week. The ordinary
home provided by the landlords of this city
canses 30s. of that amount to vanish immedi-
ately. Hon. members may regard the matter
ns a jest, but I am open to argue that no
member of this Chamber is prepared to ex-
change his position for that of any man on
the basie wage and continue to earry the obli-
gations of married life. Tmagine n married
man, prebably with a couple of children, iry-
ing to eke out an existence on £3 123, Gd. per
week., Yet the Government sit idly hy and do
nothing whatever., Not that I would adve-
cate their doing anything which would infijck
hardship on the other man. I am quite pre-
pared to eoncede to him what is justly his.
But action from the Government is long over-
due towards granting the working community
the same measure of justice as landlordism
hus  been granted all through the piece.
Young married people of to-day, rather than
be subjeeted to the impositions of landlord-
ism in the ecity in partieular, are taking to the
very undesirahle life of rented rooms.

Mr. Lambert: Flats.

Mr. MARSHALL: Flats are the people
who tolerate flats. On this oceasion I have
the member for West Perth (Mrs. Cowan)
with me, Tt does not angur well for the hap-
piness of a married couple to start life in
rcnted rooms,

Mrs. Cowan: Not if they can avoeid it,

Mr. MARSHALL: How can they avoid it
in existing circumstances? The only remedy
is legislation to regulate rents, accompanicd
by a vigorous policy of ereeting workers’
homes.

Mrs, Cowan: Pirst of all get the homes.

Mr. MARSHALL: And meantime permit
tha landlord to expleit the opportunity for
ritck renting the people?

Mr.. Lambert: The Government are speud-
ing money on providing homes for the immi-
grrants, ot will not spent it to provide homes
for Australians,

Mr. Mann: HMave an argument amongst
yourselves ahout it.

Mr. MARSHAT.L: The membher for Perth
(Mr, Mann) should elean up the door step
of the National Party hefore troubling him-
self about ours. The only peaceful memher
on the other side of the House is the member
for West Perth {(Mrs. Cowan).

Hon. P. Collicr: That is because there is
no other woman here.
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Mr. MABSHALL:. ¢ am not prepared to
back ap my Leader in that statement, Let
me impress on the House that the lot of the
workers, particularly in our cities, is Dbe-
coming wmore difficult each year by reason
of the fact that popuiation is always increas-
ing and thus offering to the landlord the
opportunity of squeezing out higher and still
higher rents, The same eause is jeopardising
the moral system of our people by foreing
married couples, many of them very young,
into such conditions of exiztence that their
prospects of a comfortable and prosperous
married life are not as good as they would
he if these couples had hotnes of their own.
T endorse the remarks of the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hugheg) in this eonnection,
and like him enter a protest against the Jacka-
daisical attitude of the (iovernment in giving
the landlords carte bhlanche to exploit the
workers to the full, Reverting to the Gov-
ernor’s Speecl, I find that no provision is
ta he mmie this session for insurance of those
people who eannot eare for themselves, people
who are the vietims of circumstances, and are
driven from pillar to post by fhe whims of
cemployers. Their term of employment is in-
secure, and the pay for the only commodity
they have to sell, their daily labour, is also
left to the goodwill of the employer.

Mr. Mann: It is governed by an arbitra-
tion award, and you know that, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon, member gives
great promise some day of knowing some-
thing.

Hon. P. Collier: Tn the distant future.

Mr. MARSHALL: Labour is like any other
cemmodity when it is up for sale, Where
there is an influx of labour, as bere has been
into this State during the last few years
and partienlarly doring the last 12 meonths,
the hattle for existenee becomes keencr, and
tho price of lIabour becomes reduced, irre-
specetive of the Arbitration Court. Let meo
tell the meniber for Perth (Mr. Mann) that
T eould name some of his faithful supporters
who at the present juneture are foreing some
of their employees to sign a pay sheet at n
redoced  rate as compared with the rates
awarded by the Arbitration Court.

Mr. Muliany: You should namc those em-
ployers.

Mr, Mann: If that is so, your duty is very
plain.

Mr. MARSHALL: My duty here is to try
to influence the CGovernment so that they
may fully understand the position of the
people with whose walk in life I am familiar.
I eannot as an individual violate economie or
social or mnatural laws. The Government’s
palicy of immigration at the present june-
ture is nothing more or less than a wage-
smashing propasition.

Mr. Mann: Thak is not correct.

Mr. MARSITALL: T do not say the Pre-
mier or his Ministers do it intentionally, but
that effeet is unavoidable. When the struggle
for existence beecomes keen hetween workers,
then, irrespective of the Arbitration Courf,
the Jahourer will be paid according to the
amount of labour offering.
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Mr. Mullany: Will you name the peopie
whe are faking the pay sheets?

Mr. MARBHALL: No; but if the hon
member wants to know them, he can come
round to me and I will give them to him,
Two of them I can name for him, but net
on the floor of this House.

My, Mullany: It is not fair to make a
weneral charge.

Mr. MARSHALL: It may not be fair,
but the anly people who are suffering becauwse
of the Government’s immigration policy are
these particular people. Out of fear of un-
employment, fear of not knowing where they
will get their next meal, they agree to the
suggestions of these particular scoundrels,
and go behind an award of the court by sign-
ing receipts for more money than has aetu
ally been paid to them.

Mr, Mann: Are they male or female em-
ployees?

A ATARSTTATL: Roth: there is no argu-
ment regarding sex, Last session Parliament
instructed the Goverument to introduee a sys-
tem of State insurance, As with all other
matters dealt with by way of resolution herve,
the Government merely let the resolution lapse
into obhlivion. The only resolutions which
seeure {overnment backing and force Minis.
ters inte activity are those passed by the
Primary Producers’ Association. Theirs are
the only resolutions the Government deem
essential to give effect to. I do not blame
the Government se very much for that, be-
causa polities, as 1 view it, majuly eircled
round the pivot of greed for portfolies.
There is wrangling.

My, Mann: That does not disturb vou.

Mr., MARSITALL: The member for Perth
{(Mr. Mann) will be in it next. One cannot
expect too much, however, beeause it is not
the welfure of the State that the Govern-
ment have at heart, but merely the line-
light and pay of Ministerial offiec.

The Minister for Agrienlture: You will get
Tat on .linisterial pay when it comes to vour
turn,

MT. MARSHALL: Of the members sifting
on the cross henches, the member for Gas-
eoyne (Mr. Angeln) in particutar referred to
the Queensland Government in  eulogistie
terms every five minntes or so,

Mr. Angelo: I mentioned them
three times.

Mr, MARSHALL: When he desired to im-
press the House with the virtue of any policy
he advacated, the member for Gascoyne gener-
ally introduced the phrases: “* When I was in
Queentland’'; ' The Queensland Government
didl this,’’ amd so on. The hen. member is
well aware that the workers of Queensland
Irave beea protected hy the Labour Govern-
ment there against unemployment by means
of a State insurance seheme.

Mr. Angelo: They are spending plenty of
loan money in Queensland.

Hen, P. Collier: Don’t talk about loan
expenditure, seeing that last year our expen-
Qiture was the highest in the history of the
State.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so.

two or
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Mr. Mann: Sinece when has an unemploy-
ment insurance scheme been in operation in
Queensiund 7

Mr. MARSHALL: You will learn some-
thing yet! The memher for Gascoyne has
assured the House that the State insurance
seheme in Queensland is working remarkably
well, T do not think that hon, member would
say, as the man in the street has the audacity
to suggest only too often, that the scheme
encourages loafers, Figures speak for them-
sclves and statistics show that the State in-
surance scheme in Queensland is a monument
to the intelligence, wisdom and ability of the
Government there, these heing characteristies
the Western Australian Government are lack-
ing in. This scheme affords a certain amount
of security agninst unemployment, a happy
position not enjoyed by the workers of this
State where they often find it difficult to un-
derstand where they are regarding employ-
ment. Partivularly in the metropolitan area
is it no uncommon thing for a worker, be-
lieving he i3 enjoying constant employment,
to he told on going to work in the morning
that ke ean return home ns his services are
ne longer required. [ ask hon. members not
to leok at the position of the worker from
the viewpoint of £400 a year and pickings.

The Minister for Agriculture: What pick-
ings?

Mr, MARRHALL: The Minister’s farm,
for instance. There are pickings all through.

The Minister for Agrienlture: My farm
used to keep me once; now T have to keep it.
‘Fhose are the pickings you refer to.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Minister’s pros-
peets are no Lrighter than he suggests, he will
he in the hankroptex court very soon, becouse
he has only till Mareh next to enjoy his proes-
ent position. Tf he has no better prospects,
lie has my sympathy.

Mr. Angelo: That compensates.

The Minister for Agrienlture: 1 will have
your company and sympathy too.

Mr. Johnston: Down on the farm.

Mr. MARSHALL: At any rate, the Min-
ister has an honest livelihood by virtue of
his farming operations,

The (‘olonial Sceretary: What ia his pres-
cnt political position?

Mr. MARSHALL: It nas a tendency to-
wards the parasitieal.

Mr. Angelo: That is a refleetion upon Par-
lizment.

Mr. MARSHALL: At any rate, hon. mem-
Lery seem to judge the position of the work-
ers, particularly uvnskilled labourers, from
their own point of view. There are few mem-
brers sitting on the Government side of the
Hpuse who relv solely uwpon their Parlia-
mentary salaries for an existence,  Almost
without exeeption they have other avenues of
income. The member for Claremont (Mr. .J.
Thom+on) shakes his head. Has he no other
source of income?

Mr. .J. Thomson: No,

Mr. MARSHALL: No wonder he lives at
Cleremont! 1t i= so easy to look at the other
man s josition through one’s own glass win-
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dow; the result is that the working com-
munity is suffering. That elass s not leg-
islatcd for with the sume regurd as other
sections of the community in a far better
position. Parliament does not aifford them
equal protection and the lot of the working
man is somewhat intolerable.  Hon, mem-
hers like to deery fhe so-called soap-box ora-
tors of the Esplanade. They contend that
the convictions of those soap-box orators are
not worthy of any citizen of Western Aus-
tralia; that the State should legislate to pre-
veut those people voicing their opinions in
complaining against the present Administra-
tion, against Parliamentary actions and in
diseussing the possibilities abead of the work-
ing community, All the soap-box orators whe
tulk on the Ksplanade can neither help uor
do injury to the workers who, however, should
have sotne sceurify of tenure as regards em-
ployment. Unless something is done along
these lines, Parliament will suffer from an
upheaval ong of these days more serious than
is ever likely to arise from the speeches of
the so-called seap-bux oraters.  The other
Btutes of Australia have long since realised
the necessity for introducing State insurance,
cstablishing fair rents courts, and providing
other reforms which are so cssential to the
well-being of the working community here,
Country Party members, particularly when
speaking on the Address-in-reply, paint a
ghastly picture of the burdens that the prim-
ary producer has to bear,

Mr. Johnston: The president of the Prim-
ary Producers’ Association praised Queens-
land.

Mr. MARSHALL: Is there any heavier
load put on the shoulders of the struggling
farmers than Monger, Murray, Shalleross and
the rest of them? They are the greatest
exploiters in Western Australia.

Mr. Johnston: They are the best friends
the man on the land has,

Mr. MARSHALL: Then the man on the
land has my decpest sympathy. The workers
have common interests with the struggling
primary preducers, for each has tv share the
buerden of carrying them. We find that com-
petition has vanished from the commercial
atmosphere; there is o remarkable under-
standing between importers and, in a great
measure, between retailers. They have stand-
ardised prices of the imported article and of
the lneally mannfactured article.

Mr. Mana: They have followed the lead of
the unions.

Mr. MARSHALL: When they wanted in-
tellectual guidance, they went to the Trades
Hall to get it. The rent lords of Perth have
never missed an opportunity to increase rents
whenever possible. I do not blame them, for
they are justified in doing it. The peaple I
blame are the majority of the working class
who tolerate the Government who protect
the landlords.

Mrs. Cowan: You said they were not justi-
fied, but now you say you do not Blame them,

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member would
do as they do, if she could.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mrs. Cowan: Tndeed, 1 would not.

Mr. MAKRSHALL: Then 1 am afraid th
hon. member’s parliamentary earcer witl no
be a long one,

Mrs, Cowan: 1 eanzot help that.

Heon. P. Collier: That’s auother one out.

Mr. MARSHALL: In the suburbs, ever;
200 yards we sge two or three buteher shops
#ix or seven ham and beef shops, four or fiv
greengroceries—mostly in the possession o
Hong Kong Chinamen—all with expensive out
fits constituting a drain on the primary pro
ducers, How long iy this state of affairs’
continue? It is easy for anyone with & smal
capital to open up a bit of a shop, althougi
next door somebody is selling precigely th
same cuinmodity. He divides the patronag
with his neighbour, and then letween then
they deeide to inerease the price. It is no
uncommon to fee hukers and bulehers coming
from Fremantle to Perth. Consider the over
lapping! Where, probably, one bntcher an¢
one baker would suflice n whole distriet, ther
arg nine or tea or a doxen, all burdens o
the workers, [t is nearly time the Governmen
regulated prices and put a limitation bo the
burden which the taxpayers are asked tc
CaTy.

Mre. Cowan: It would not be workable.

Mr. MARSHALL: In the opinion of the
hon. member, of course not.

Mrs. Cowan: We had the priec-fixing Com
mission.

Mr. MARSHALL:
faking Cemmission.

Mr. Hlughes: They were never there to fir
prives, but merely to prevent increages.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon, member i
wrong. I defy him to show that at any sitting
the Commission failed to sanction a rise. A
few evenings ago the member for Katanning
(Mr. A, Thomson) declared that the farme;
provided the wherewithal for everybody else
to live upon. According to that hon. member
no other section is entitled to live,

My, Angelo: Did he not say *‘'primar:
producer’’?

Mr. MARSHALL: Well, that iz the far
mer. Where is the distinetion.

Mr. Angelo: There is the miner.

Mr. MARSHALL: At all events, the hon
member was guite incorrect, for the othe
units of society make it possible for the prim
ary producer to be a primary producer. i
the primary producer had to mine the coal
drive the railway locomotive, teach his chil
dren, and manufacture his farming imple
ments, he would not he a primary produeer a!
all. It seems to me the opportunity is rapidla
approaching for the electors of Katanning tc
get a real representative in this House.

Mr. Davies: That is anocther member out
You had better have a go at Claremont now

Mr. MARSMALL: WNo, after that hon
member’s able speech this evening it would
be unwise to wish him anything but success
especially gince he contemplates sitting with
Labour. I join with the member for Easi
Perth (Mr, Hughes) in his protest against
the neglect of the Government to relieve the
nosition in respeet of insurance, rent regula-

No, we had a price
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on and the distribution of the production of

ealth; also their neglect to bring down legis-

tion puaranteging the worker come seenrity

! tenure. Members of Parliament have a

eurity of three years. While at first blush

seems a long time, yet in my experience, it
a8 passed very quickly. When I guze upon
1e writing on the wall, I realise that the term
as been all too short.

The Minister for Agrieulture:

nother one gone.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo doubt the people of

Vestern Awustralia, particularly those in re-
wie areas, will be pleased to sce set out in
ke Governor’s Speech the splendid finaneial
osition of the State. From it wo learn that
he .revenue for the year ended 20th June,
923, was £7,207,402. Of course that is a
zere nothing, It means merely that the Treas-
wer got an inercase of £300,385 over the re-
urn of last year, while the expenditure was
7,612,843, or £26,399 less than that of the
wrevious year, It is pathetie that so trifling
th amount should bhe mentioned us a reduction
n expenditure, If the Premier were to wake
iome morning and find his bank halanee re-
luced to £26,000, probably ke would issue an
dtimatum to his geod wife and family that
in fitare the slogan of the household wuasg to
38 ‘‘ecomomy.’’ Yet nobody seems to trouble
ahout the State’s financial position, The Pre-
mier gets money easily and spends it quickly.
S0 great has the deficit grown that tihe figures,
if printed sufficiently large, would extend
right around the State. I belicve there is in
the platform of the primary producers’ party
a plank pledging economy.

Mr. Johnston: It is the,main plank.

Mr. MARSHALL : By the attitude of
Country Party members that plank has a flaw
in it. The Governor’s Speech tells us that the
defieit on the year’s transactions was £405,
351, making an accumulated deficit to the end
of the year of £5910,966, or in round figures
six millions. What do hon. members opposgite
think of it? Nobody seems to trouble about
it. In fact, therc seems to be a desire to
hush it up.

Mr. Angelo: T wish we could hush it up.

Mr. MARSHALL: It would be far better
if Country Party membefs made an effort to
mep it up. Let me quote what the present
Premier had to say to the present Minister
for Mines when that gentleman was Premier
and Treasurer. I am concerned, and I am
honest in my concern. 1 did not preach from
the public platform a policy of economy.

Mr. Pickering: What did you preach?

Mr. MARSHALL: A logical policy which
I eould honestly promise to fulfil.

Mr. A, Thomson: That wasg, provided you
were lucky.

Mr. MARSHALL: The only unlucky
people I know in this State arc the electors
of Katanning. T wish to show the consterna-
tion of the present Premier in 1915 when the
present Minister for Mines was Treasurer of
the State. T consider it my duty to reveal
the hypocrisy of his attitude,

The Minister for Mines: €all it 2 misunder-
standing.

There is
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Mr. MARSHALL: Now that the deficit
has almest reached six millions, tha Treasurer
passea aver it with a very slight reference.
When it was very much less, he pretended to
be greatly conterned about it. These are the
words he used in speaking of the head of the
Scaddan Government—

The Premier does not mind the growth
of the deficit. It will be two millions be-
fore we are much older. While I thought
it my duty to produce thesc figures relating
to the finances, because the public onght to
know where they stand, there is a silver
lining to the cloud. We canpot stand idly
by in face of the present situatign. Some-
thing must be dome. ‘'Something’' means
economiy and economy means htore than
lopping off a few pounds herc and there
from which no good ean result,

What has the present Premier done? Where
is all the business acumen that the electors of
the State were promised years ago when the
party at present in office desired to oust the
Labour Government? In view of the state-
ments made at that time by the pregsent Pre-
mier, I guestion whether he was justificd in
appointing the present Minister for Mines as
a member of his Cabinet, He said, referring
to the Minister for Mines, ‘‘No doubt he has
a strong personality.”” T am with the Pre-
micr there.

The Minister for Mines:
flattery.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then he added, ‘“But
without doubt he lacks experience.’’ In these
days [ was acquainted with the present Min-
ister for Mines, and I was always puzzied to
know what had deprived snch a young man
of his hair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
ber must not be personal,

AMr. MARSHALL: Perhaps it was hig de-
pire to gain experience. His critie at that
time added, ‘“He has not the vaguest sense
of responsibility. JIn the administration of
the affairs of this country the Premier (Mr,
Scaddan) has shown no scnse of responsi-
bility.””  Yet we find that same gentleman
administering one of the biggest departments
under the Mitchell Government. Again [ ask
what has happened to the extra £300,000 that
the Treasurer has collceted? Who is the
spendthrift squandering the money that the
primary producers and other taxpayers are
finding to replenish the Tressury?

Mr. Johnsten: That sounds like an echo
of the past,

‘Mr. MARSHALL: It is time the echo
reached this Mouse. When a few hundred
thousand pounds was being expended very
economically by the Labour Government, the
daily Press, the mouthpiece of eapitalism,
bawled loud and often, **Where has the
money gone? Who has spent it?!!

Mr. Mann: We were told it was in the
pockets of the people.

Mr. MARSHALL: We find a keen desire
an the part of the Government to hide from
the people the fact that direct taxation is

I cannot stand

The hon. mem-
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being increased year by year. The Governor’s
Speech states—

The deficit for the year shows a decrease,
compared with the previous year’s opera-
tions, of £326,784, and it is anticipated
that the improvement will continue.

Mr. Pickering: Is mot the improvement
continuing?

Mr. MARSHALL: From a primary pro-
ducer’s point of view it may be, but no sane
individual would arguc that way. The Trea-
sury last year reaped over a quarter of a
million more ihan in the year before, and the
only saving was £26,000. We are told that
the deficit has been reduced by £326,000.
That is incorrect. Compared with the pre-
vipus year there is no saving, heeause the
Treasurer had £326,335 more moncy to spend,
and he apent it nobiy. I want the people to
realise that the Treasurer has been continu-
ally inereasing direet taxation ever since he
has been in oflice, -

Mr. Angelo: Do not forget that he let off
20,000 workers last year. Be thankful!

Mr. MARSHALL: The only individuals
who have a hope of evading the Commissioner
of Taxes are such as the member for Cas-
coyne, The opportunitics are available to
anyome in business to evade his just share
of taxation.

Mr. Angelo: Come and tell me quietly how
it is done.

Mr. MARSHALL: The worker has the cm-
ployer on ong side and the Commissioner of
Taxes on the ather, and his chance of evading
payment of taxation is remote. T regret that
a great numher of husiness people take full
advantage of the loopholes in the law to evade
the payment of their just share.

Mr. Angelo: Let us have a word outside
afterwards.

Mr. MARSHALL: T have no desire to in-
trigue with the hon. member because he would
outclass me and my morals already are sufii-
eiently corrupt. I wish to show how direet
taxation has been inereased since 1916. In
1916-17 the amount of direct taxation eol-

lected was £402,337; in 1917-18 it was
£449,456,
Mr. Mann: What was the exemption?

Mr. MARSHALL: A pgenerous and logical
exemption introduced by the Labour Govern-
ment,

Mr. Mann: Buat what was it?

Mr. MARSHATLL: Not an exemption of
“exploitation and trickery steh as it has been
ever singe the Labour Government left office.
In 1918-19 the amount of direet taxation col-
lected was £629,000 and in 1919-20 it was
£344,000. So it has continued, until last year
the: inerease over that of the previous year
was £300,000. Where is the business acumen
that the present Government promised to dis-
play? The cleetors were promised that if
they returned the party now in power and
kept out ‘‘Happy Yack,’? the salvation of the
State would he assured.

Mr, CQiydesdale; But they kept him in.
That is where the mistake was made.

[ASSEMBLY ]

Mr. MARSIIALL: No, he slipped in afte
wards. The ciectors were promised that,
they returned to power men of business ac
men, there would be no need for any increa:
in taxation, They were told that if they p
Mr. Frank Wilson in power, business me
would flock around him and weuld save tl
finaneial position of the State. If membe
of the present Government are blessed wil
that business acumen, they must be overflos
ing with it because, judging by their pe
formances, none of it has ever come out. TI
Speeeh continues—

The operations of the railways contim
to show the improvement manifested in tl
previous year. The gross surplus w
L£675,517, leaving, after provision by tl
Treasury of interest (£763,000) and gin
ing fund (£126,00), a shortage of £216,48
This represents an improvement over 192
22 of £214310, and over 1920-21
£378,379.

Ever since I have been a member of Pa
linment the Treasurcr has blamed the railw:
system for the lion’s share of the burden th
is carried by the people, In his first Budg
he held the railway system and the industri
upheavals responsible for the defleit. P
the following year he laid the blame on tl
same shoulders.  Last year, however, tl
railway system returned to the Treasury cig
times more than it has done for years. Wh
cxeuse can the Premier now find for tl
deficit? He had over a quarter of a nillic
more money in revenuc. Where is he goir
to cast the blame this time? Upon all o
public utilities, in all those services that a
renidered to the public by the Governmer
increased charges have heen imposed.
drastic has been the inerease in rates ar
freights on the railways that the genui
producer of the State, whe i3 trying to d
velop it, is suffering severely. By the genui:
producer I mean the stroggling farmer o
the wman out back who is toiling along, ma
ing a hold effort by his energy to improve b
pesition in life. I do not speak of those i
use the primary producer and who are hol
ing up the industry by retaining possessi
of land whieh they never intend to develo
and holding it only so long as they can get t
price they require for it. They are not priy
ary producers, Ay sympathies are with the
who go out and produce in the outback ce
tres. The treniment accorded to them is .
eredit fo the Government or to Parliame
Their lives nre heroming intolerable. On t
cross-benehes there are members who profe
to e the direet representatives of the prima
produocers.

AMr. Pickering: So they are.

Mr. MARSHATL: What has the Count
Party done for the producers?

My, Pickering: What have they not don
Mr. MARSIIALL: All they have done
this House
Mr. Pickering: Ts to work unceasingly,
Mr. MARSHALL: Ts to take orders fro
the Primary Producers’ Association. T
oilx party that genvinely assisted the farme
was the Labour Party. That party ercate
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the Seed Wheat Board, augmented the In-
dustries Assisiance Board, extended the opera-
tions of the Agricnltural Bank, and passed all
the legislation that spells progress and assist-
ance to the farmers. I have often secn 1n
the Press the expression “*C.P.”’ party. The
initials must stand for ‘‘curious people.’’ 1t
scems to me that those who could eleet such
representatives must he eurious people.

Alr. Pickering: What about the people who
eleeted you?

Mr. MARSHALL: They showed good judg-
ment, and picked a man who is doing his
best to pass legislation that will assist them.
They know that there is no executive behind
him that is controlled by the finaneinl ex-
ploiters of the State. We are all comfort-
able, and will probably remain so until next
March. I am not prepared to forecast what
will happen then, bhut 1 would he quite pre-
pared to do the Rip Van Winkle act untit
then.

Mr. Angelo: Why are vou so depressed? |

Mr. MARSHALL: It depresses me to think
that none of the members I see opposite will
veturn to their scats.

Mr. Pickering: That would depress you,

Mr. Angelo: Would you wipe us all out?

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 wish 1 could tell the
Uouse about the people on the Murchison,
who have to work for their living year in
and year out. If bhas been said that the
working man’s lJife is full of adversity,

Mr. Pickering: What is a worker?

Mr. MARSIIALL: He is not a primary
producer’s representative. The worker goes
to work to get the moncy to buy the food
to give him strength to go to work. That is
his responsibility for twelve months. Tf he is
Iueky enough to win a prize in Tattersall’s
he may get out of that life. IFf not, he pgoes
on year in and yecar out, until he reaches
¢ither the Wooroloo Sanatorium or the ceme-
tery. Members, however, sit here and have
the audacity to say that the worker enjoys
good wages and ig living under good con-
ditvions. The working man’s life is not to be
compared with the steek running on our pas-
toral leases, Tt is less tolerable than that of
a Chinaman’s horse. The horse is at least
fed properly, but the worker cannot{ boast
that he is either well clothed or well fed for
an entire vear. If ever T return to this
planet I desire te come back as a Chinaman’s
horse. A horse lives on something members
opposite are not entirely unaequainted witn,
green stufi.  The Governor's Speech goes on
to say—

You will be asked to grant temporary
aupplizs, and at an early date the Esti-
mates of Revenue and Expenditure will be
submitted to vou. Tn view of the pgeneral
aetivity, and the sound eredit of the State,
as evidenced by the recent suecessful loan
flotation, no increases in taxation are pre-
posed,

T ean faney the electors of the State danc-
ing the Heht fantastie toe along the city
walks when they read that.

Mr, Hoelus: They would hreak their legs
if they tiiel to do that in Perth.
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Mr. MARSHALL: I am not responsible
for the faults of the city fathers, How
happy the electors will be to know that no
further taxation is proposed! I would not
mind betting, if I could do so in this place,
that if the State Government adhere to that
intention the Federal Government will take
advantage of the situation, Tt is not possible
for cither the State or Federal Governments
to carry on a further 12 months in the pre-
scnt extravagant manner without inereasing
taxation in one way or another. Tf the clee-
tors of ihis State arc prepared to shoulder
the burden of a six million deficit, and show
no lostility mext March towards the pre-
sent Government, [ shall be greatly surprised.
We  well remember the hue and ery
that was raised over the comparatively small
deficit of the Labour Government, which
spent over a million pounds In Fostering the
farming industry through droughts, and
whiclh administercd the State through twe
trying years of war, The Press declared at
the time that the State would soon end ‘in the
insplvency cownrt if the Labour Governmeni
were permitted to eontinue in office. If the
electors to-day are prepared to tolerate :
cix  million  defieit and return the present
Government 1o power, when the Governmeni
have done nothing but heap burdens of faxa
tion upon the people and increase charges i
every way, T shall he prepared to shoulde
my part of the responsibility with them an¢
go on smiling. From time to time mewnber:
reprresenting mainly  goldmmining  electorate:
have raised their volves in protest agnins
the terrible burdens imposed on the mining
industre.  The Chambers of Aines are mem
bors of the I'rimary Producers’ Association

Mr, Pickering: No; associntes.

Me, MAREHALL:  Then the Chambess of
Mines are none too particular. The mining
industry is prepurcil to carry its fair sham
of taxation.

Mr, Pickering: And that is all

Mr. MARSIIALT:  Yes, that is all. XN
nmember would he justified in claiming tha
any industry should eseape its fair share o
taxation, Buot there is no other industry i
this State now earrying the same proportim
of taxation, direet and indireet, as the min
ing imldustry; and there is no other industr
recoiving fewer coneeesions from the Govern
ment. One might wish the extinetion of thi
mining industry, hecanse it has its anfavour
able aspeet. Indeed, observing the effects o
the mining industry upon the community, o
dnes nnt o inte raptures over its success
The human  pictures manufactured by ou
gold-mining industry are damning in the ex
treme.  One need rot go to Wooroloo Sana
torium to see some very ghastly sights whiel
are prodnets of the mining industry. How
ever, we bhive in hopes that in the nea
future legislation of the kind introduced las
session will overcome that ferrible disability
and that voune men will again enter the min
ing industry as wad the case in dayvs of yor(
Yery wiscly, young men have of lare refose
to follow in the fontsteps of their fathers 1
the mining industry. Tn fact, neither fathe



236

nor mother has shown any desire latterly to
see the son embark on an industry which lays
young men low. With adcquate legisiative
protection against that unfortumate side of
mining, I hope the industry will in the future
do as much for the State as it has done in
the past, a point on which I need not dwell.
But for the mining industry only. one
or two members of this Chamber would

be regidents of this State. I refer
to the member for West Perth (Mra.
Cowan) and the Premier. I know of no

other ‘‘gropers’’ in the Chamber.

The Minister for Agriculture: There are
plenty of them.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister for Agri-
culture is a fine speeimen of a *‘groper.””’
The gold-mining industry made it possible
for this State to advance as it has done.
That industry made it possible for Western
Anstralia to develop the farming industry.

The mining industry provided Western Aus--

tralia with some of the finest and most heroie
types of men the world has seen, The lure
of the gold brought men from every white
nation of the earth. We had the pick of the
univerge, and their progeny have been no
disgrace to them. Ispeak for myself in that
connection. 1 de not wish my argument to be
misunderstood by members on the cross
benehes. I have ne desire whatever to perse-
cute peeple who are struggling on the land.
I have some such people in my own clectorate,
among them returned soldiers who are strug-
gling to make a suceess of small pastoral hold-
ings. I consider that the Government should
assist every man who is using his efforts to
make good on the land, struggling mentally
and physically to produce. But when a man
has been so assisted by the State that he
is able to paddle his own canoe, he should be
compelled to rely on himself, and shounld not
be permitied to ask for further concessions.
In many parts of the State—T speak now
more especially for the working fraternity in
my electorate—there are men paying direct
taxation and indirect taxation to assist
wealthy wheat growers, some of them very
wealthy men with motor cars, some of them
residing in Perth. The workers are taxed
to assist sueh farmers to reeceive concessions
from the Government, When I argned in this
direction previously, T was pleased to note
that the member for Sussex (Mr. Pickering)
to some extent agreed with me. The argu-
ment put up is, how can one diseriminate
between the struggling farmer and the sue-
eessfol farmer? I own that I cannot dis-
criminate in my electorate, where there are
wealthy squatters and very wealthy squatters,
and poor squatters and very poor squatters.

Mr. Davies: Are there poor squatters?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, if the hon. mem-
ber had slept on bags and dined on corned
beef with three young soldiers settled 70
miles from WMeckatharra, he would know
ahout the conditions of some pastoralists in
my elertorate.

Mr. Davies: T understood squatters were al-
ways described as fat men.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Gas-
coynye (Mr. Angelo) cannot be termed a
£nt man. I ask members on the cross benches,
as representatives of primary producers, for
once in the history of this Parliament to
utilise their intellectual faculties to assist
me te obtain for struggling settlers in my
elcctorate some of the benefits which the elec-
tors of these hon. members enjoy.

Mr. Pickering: Let us have a confcrence.

Mr. MARSHALL: From recent inquiries
T have learnt that a prospective settler in the
South-West, if be can produce to the Rail-
way Department a document showing that he
propeses to take up land, is granted reduced
railway rates on windmills, fencing wire,
barbed wire, troughing, and other artieles
essential to the establishment of a home and
a farm. Desiring to be fully conversant
with the faets of the position, I inquired of
my informant whether the pasteralists of this
State enjoyed a similar advantage, and the
reply wag, *‘No, it does not apply in their
case.” I am not battling for the wealthy
man who ean afford to pay, but I am putting
myself in the position of members on the
eross benches. Being unable to discriminate,
I wish to know why my struggling electors
are not permitted to enjoy these privileges.
The picture iz unpaintable—1 cannot paint
it—of someg goldiers who have been repatri-
ated on small pastoral arcas arownd Meeka-
tharra.

Mr. Angelo: You should get the Country
Party to assist you. ’

Mr. MARSHALL: If the Country Party’s
assistance is mno better than their mentality,
I will do without it.

Mr. Angelo: We are here to assist the man
on the Iand.

Mr, MARSHALL: The only man who gets
consideration from ecross hench members is
the man on the Jand in St. George’s-terrace.
I wish the Government to inform me hew it
comes about that one section of struggling
farmers are getting these concessiong—quite
justifiably, T admit—while men who have
served their country in its hour of need, and
who, by reason of having heen repatriated
800 miles inland, are compelled to pay maxi-
mum rates of freight on every article which
they require to develop their holdings and
maintain themselves,

Mr. Angelo: You should see the Govern-
ment about the matter. You will ind them
sympathetie.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then I will make this
speech on the Address-in-reply & request to
the Government, and thereby save Ministers
any further intrusion from me. I trust the
Government will grant the struggling settlers
in my electorate the same concessions as are
being pgranted to struggling settlers else-
where.

The Minister for Agriculture: You are all
for seeing the Government about everything.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is all very well for
the Minister to adopt a different attitude
in regard to this particular phase of the gues-
tion.
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The Minister for Agricvulture: T am not
adoptine o different attitude.

AMr. MARSHALL: It is neither fair nor
reasonable that one section of primary pro-
ducers should reecive a concession not given
to other primary producers.

The Minister for Agrieultore: Tt is applied
generally.

Mr. MARSHALL: 3t is not, and the Min-
ister knows it. No concession regarding rail-
way freights is granted to the people on past-
aral holdings in the Murchison area, vet eon-
cessions are granted to settlers in the South-
West provided they apply for asvsistance with-
in the first six months of the oecupaney of
their holdings.

Mr. Johnston: Dees not that apply to new
settlers on pastoral lands!?

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo,

Me. Johnston: Then it cught to.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is my argument.
The member for Williams-Narrogin  (Mr.
Johnston) should use his wonderful influence
and magnetie personality to secure this con-
cession from the Govermment. Lt has been
stated often that centres of mining aciivity,
being situated at long distances from the seat
of government, invariably suffer whenever
freights and charges are inereased by the Rail-
way or other departments. Fractically all
lines of any very considerable length termin-
ate in miniog districts, and any slight increase
in charges materinfly affects the mining in-
dustry more than any other. Increased charges
foreo up the cost of living and the cost of
labour, and, in addition, the cost of mining
requisites inereases. Apart from indirect tax-
ation, the mining industry carries a heavy
burden of direet taxation. The time is
rapidly approaching when it will bhe impera-
tive for the Government to afford the mining
industry appreciable relief. Membera sitting
on the Government side are invariably sym-
pathetic and the Government are not failing
tn a destre for a revival of the industry, No
rapid progress will be made, however, unless
the Government reduce the taxation on the
industry.  While speculators and investors
have taken a chanee in pasl years, they are
not disposed to participate in the mere gamble
that mining has resolved ifsclf into latterly.
Two vears age I declared in the Chamber
that certain individuals, by intrigue and de-
ception, were doing a great injury to the in-
dustry. My prediction was confirmed by the
member for Mount Magnet (Hon, M. .
Troy), who advocated the appointment of a
Royal Commission to inquire into the recent
ramp at Sandstone. There are a pumber of
people whose mining activities have made
them prominent and given them great in-
fluence. They are men of repute and when-
ever a ramp is contemplated, come of these
individnals, strange to say, are always in it,

Mr. Angele:  And they are men of re-

ute.

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not regard them as
reputable individuals.

Mr. Angelo: You just now said they were
men of repuie.
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The Minister for Agriculture:
degrees of repute.

Mr. MARSHALL: These individuals trade
on their influence in the micing indastry and
if the member for Mount Maguet goes fur-
ther and sceks an inquiry into the Bullfinch
and Hampton Plains ramps, as well as that at
Sandstone, he will have my support. These
individuals are ao more than confidence triek-
sters and legalised robbers. The Government
take no particular interest in the matter. At
Sandrtone recently & ramp was pulled off on
the strength of a false prospectus. T do not
specnlate and therefore did not fafl a vietim,
1 know the faets. A syndicate at Meeka-
tharra was formed to lake over a mining pro-
position. A man of repute in the mining in-
dustry—nhe is an assayer by profession and a
mining man of many years experience—was
asked to examine the mine. He did so and in-
speeted the proposition. He took the dimen-
sions of the reef and noted the developmental
work that had been carried out.  He took
samples and earried out his own assays, He
recommended the syndicate to have nothing
to do with the proposition. Another indi-
vidual took the opportunity of floating a syn-
dicate and reported good values there, al-
though the assayer I have referred to denied
the existenve of them, The prospectus was
falsified. The seccond individual lied to the
publie regarding the values he contended werc
there, and which, in faet, were not to be found
on the mine. Time proved that the first as
sayer’s report was the eorrect one.

The Minister for Agricnlfure: Was the reef
there?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but not the values.
This sort of thing is permitted by Parlinmeni
to-dny. If o confidence frick man gots £3
from wme, he is liable to imprisonnent, These
mining people, however, ean produce false
prospectuses and foist them wpon the public
and uron investors, and so induce them to
speeulate on the faleified statements. Until
the investor finds he has been *fsucked in,”’
as they term it, he does not appreciate the
position, but even then he has no redress. A
perusal of “‘Hansard’’ will show that some
years ago I advocated an amendment to our
mining laws in the direction of prohibiting
the flotation of any mine until such time as a
responsible offiecr of the Mines Depariment
had reported upon the property. If that
course were adopted, it would give some pro-
tection to investors, who would then have some
specific basis upon which their judgment could
rest. I hope the member for Mount Magnet
will succeed in sceuring the appointment of a
Reoyal Commission with a view to blocking
ramps that are worked sll too frequently tc
the detriment of the mining industry. I wish
to mention another matter of local application
and T trust the Minister for Mines will give
us som. indization of the Government’s de
termination to alter the procedure adopted in
the past. The Colonial Secretary, too, is not
free from eriticism in this matter, which is
rather difficult to deal with legally, although
it is acting detrimentally to the mining in-
dustry. I had occasior to approach the Min

There are
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ister for Mines regarding Asiaties who were
permitted to scenre Government contracts by
tender at Wiluna, The Minister contended that
the persons concerned were naturalised Brit-
ish subjeets, in consequence of which he could
not do anything. To quote the words of the
Minister:

With regard to Mr. Verna, of Messrs.
Verna & Mahood, it is teported that he
is n natoralised British subjeet and by vir-
tue of that naturalisation has heen permit-
ted to held a gallén license wnder the Li-
consing Act,

I do not know where the Mmister got hig in-
formation, but it is wrong. Neither Verna nor
Mahmood is a naturalised Britich subject. The
Colenial Seceretary endorsed his colleague’s
statement.

The Colonial Seeretary:
right.

Mr. MARSHALL: Those
naturalised British subjects.

The Colonial Scerctary: One is.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, he is not. They are
both British subjects.

AMr. Davies: What, British-born?

My, MARSHALL: Yes; so is a Hong
Kong Chow. If these Asiatics are to be per-
mitted to compete with Australians, then by
_virtue of the fact that they live more ccono-
mically, and ultimately desert with their
stored treasurc to their native land, whereas
the Australian puts his profits into the wmin-
ing industry and maintains a  wife and
family, the position is deplorable. Tf it is
to continue it will only be necessary for
Malays, Chinamen and coolies to wriggle into
this State and they will find no difficulty
whatever in ousting white people until the
mining industry beeomes defunct. It is un-
fair that our white people, while assisting
prospectors, and rearing families, should
have to eompete with Asiatics who exist on
3 smell of dried fish and boiled rice, who
have no family obligations, and who are to
be allowed to secure that part of the tax-
payers’ money which is put into contract
work. Of course it is a diffieult matter to
deal with, for these aliens are entitled to do
whatever the British subject ean do. How-
ever, the economie conditions make it impos-
gible for the white man, and so T hope the
Colonial Secretary and the Mipister for
Mines will eome to a mutual understanding
before next Marveh and instruet the depart-
mental officers that only when there is no
white tenderer shall an Asiatie be given o
contraet. The diffieulty has only a local ap-
plieation at present, but it ean become State-
wide, and T hope the Government will take
steps to preeinde any possibility of its ex-
tension.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: I am glad you have
wakened up.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some day the hon.
memher alse will waken up.  There s in the
Governor’s Speech a brief mention of pros-
peeting.  Not very much fault can he found
with the Govermment’s administration in this
regard.  There would be no necessity for
Government assistance to gold prospecting if

Then it must be

men are not
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the Government were disposed to give to the
mining industry concessions at all compar-
able to those made to other industries. 'The
Governor’s Speech declares that boring for
oil in the Kimberleys has becn undertaken
by two partics, The whole State is hung up
by parties or companies or firms purporting
to be prespecting for oil. TFrom time to time
members  have protested against the ab-
normal size of areas granted to oil pros-
peetors. The Minister for Mines in au able
defence contended that Parliament desired
that big arens should be granted to oil pros-
peetors in order to induce companies to carry
out prospeeting. Now we find in the Gov-
ernar’s Specch that in the whole of the State
only two pavties arc prospecting for oil. Tn
vipw of that, I hope the Minister will intro-
duce an amending Bill reducing the areas
and making it possible for bopa fide pros-
pectors to de some practical work in respeet
of oil Hon. members are never tired of eulo-
gising the virtues of gold prospectors, prais-
ing them as the heroic pioneers of the State,
That is perfestly justified. But when a pros-
pector requires a little machinery for the
pumping of water or the treating of his ore,
the Government will not come to his rescne
with a concession in point of railway freight.
The prospeetor can go as far out as he likes,
anil sacrifice his health and physical streagth,
and when he has finished he ean gn to the
014 Men’s Home; but while he has strength,
it is idle for him to look for any cencession
in respect of railway freight..

Mr. C. ¢, Maley: Do you say the mining

industry gets ne concession in  railway
freight?

Mr. MARSHALL: T do.

Mr. C. C. Maley: What about mining
timher?

Ar. MARSHALL: 1t has to pay right

up to the hilt,

Mr. C. C. Maley: Have a lock at the rate
book, and see for yoursclf,

Mr. MARSHALT.: The freight was ex-
verimented with by the mine owners of the
Murchison, and they had to turn it down.

Mr. C. €, Maley: I mean for timber
grown in the State.

Mr. MARSHALL: They would not go
outside the Siate for mining timber. The
mine owners of the Murchison realised that
tiere was no possible hope of relict,

Mr, C. C. Maley: Do they not go out of
the State for any mining timber at all?

Mr. MARSIHALL: Perhaps for a little
construction work, but not for ordinary min-
ing timber.

AMr. Chesson: They do not go out of the
State for any timber.

Mr. MARSIATLL: T had oecasion to take
some interest in this, but T was given to
understand that all my labour would be in
vain, that there were no railway freight eon-
cessions for prospectors, This attitude on the
part of the Government js neither fair nor
reasonahle,  The gold mining industry has
done much for the State, and will do maore
if given rcasonable treatment by the Gov-
crument. I have here also some figures re-
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specting the railway freights charged for
the transportation of cattle and sheep. Since
large numbers of sheep and eattle are reared
in my electorate, T am justified in entering
a protest against the exorbitant rates charged
for the carriage of stock.

Mr. C, C. Maley: Are they not reared in
every electorate?

Mr. MABRSHALL: I do not kmow, but I
know that some clectorates rear a lot of
goats,

Mr. C. C. Maley: Electorates such as the
Murchison.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have seen more in the
Irwin eclectorate. Consulting the rate book,
one is astounded at the impositions placed
on sheep and eattle, In 1914 a full truck-
load of sheep from Meckatharra to Perth
cost £10, whereas to-day the charge is £16
12s. Again, the actions of the Railway De-
partment at times are unaccountable. A man
was trucking cattle at Nannine, when some of
them stampeded. He asked the station-master
to detain one truck while he mustered the
senttered cattle, his intention being to send
them on by the following train. The railway
authorities refused to allow the truck to re-
main, and so it was hawnled away empty.
That man was billed for the empty truck.

The Minister for Agrienltore: There must
have heen some good reason fur it. They do
not do that sort of thing.

Mr. MARBRSHALL: It is mere red tape.
The taxpayer in the country is becoming
sick and tired of if. The member for Pil-
bara {Mr. Underwood) is to some extend
right when be says we have been legislating
on top gear and will have no further nced
to legislate for a congiderable time to come.
This Parliament would de well to legislate
ne more, merely to go hack over existing
legislation and bring obsolete Acts into eon-
formity with present day desires. If we
did that it would occupy o great many years,
but a benefit would be conferred wpon the
community. 1 wish to refer briefly to the
Government’s land settlement policy. Mem-
bers on the cross-benches may profess to be
amused, bu T am of opinion that no member
wnderstands the Government’s policy.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: Do not you understand

it?

Mr. MARSHALL: XNo, and if the hon.
member does, he must belong to the L W.W,,
because he has pot taken the trouble to
explain it. I do not agree with the hap-
hazard manner in which the Governmeat are
dealing with land settlement. The member
for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) put up a plaus-
iblo tale the other night, I do not know
whether he was serious, but he spoke about
the settlement of the North-West with a few
settlers scattered here and there producing
a few eommodities of different kinds, and no
mention was made of the difficulty of market-
ing their produce. All he wrged was that a
line shovld be built.

Mr. Angelo: I was talking about wool
when I mentioned the line.

Mr. MARSHALYL: That is correct. The
hon. member wanted to get a line through

239

some of those million acre monopolies on the
plea of closer settlement. The railway policy
is costing the State hnndreds of thousands
of pounds anaually in consequence of people
having been settled in remote parts without
facilities for getting their produce to market.

Mir. Angelo: Unfortunately, what I advo-
cuted is nof the policy of the Government.
Their policy is confined to the South-West.

Mr, MARSHALL: The Government should
rcfrain from sending settlers inte remote
parts of the State while land is available
adjacent to existing railways. T do not ap-
prove of the poliey of putting people on the
land, then assisting them to clear it and
finally providing them with  facilities.
Canada’s policy should be taken as an ex-
ample, T admit that private enterprise is
responsible there, but a mueb better job is
being made of it than is the case with any
land settlement poliey here.

Mr. Angelo: In Canada railways are firat
provided and scttlement follows. That is
what T am asking for here.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is correct,  The
railway is constructed; then the Jand is
cleared, feneed, provided with a water supply
and a house, after which the Dblocks are
thrown open for selection. The position here
is deplorable. Ours is not a land scttlement
policy. There is ne doubt about the peeple
beinyg scttled. They are ‘‘settled,”” inasmuch
as they are unable to carry on, becuuse of the
lack of water supplies and the means of
getting their produce to market, I hope the
Government will declare exactly what their
pelicy is. The Aitchell Government is sup-
posed to be a ‘‘specd-up’ Government, but
very few Ministers or supporters are in their
geats, If the public only knew what little iu-
terest the Government evinee for the welfare
of the State, as cxemplified by their presence
in the Chamber, there would be a change of
Government next XMarch. There are more
menmbers in attendance on the Opposition side.
Visitors to the galleries must realisc how in-
different are the Government to the welfare
of the State.

The Colonial Secretary:
sympathy.

Mr. MARSHALL: It has been argued that
the immigration policy is doing no harm, and
that the newcomers are going on the land.
Such arguments are merely hot air.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: We have had a lot of
hot air from ycu to-night.

Mr. MARSHALL: O public works a big
pereentaze of the men are migrants. We find
physieally fit young men advertising picture
shows in the streets.

Mr. Pickering: Do you know how much
money is available for clearing?

Lieut-Col. Denton: He has not studied
that.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is apparent to all
broad-minded people that the immigration
poliey is a frest. Credit is due to the New
Settlers’ League for their work in trying to
settle these people, but the effect of their
work is to displace good Australians.

We have their
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Mr. Pickering: XNot in carrying those sand-
wich boards.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, because Australians
would sooner leave the State than carry sand-
wich boards for a living. [t is contended that
the new people are cheap from an employer’s
point of view. Due to lack of experience they
are very cxpensive to our industrics, No
labour is so economical as Awstralian labour.

Mr, Pickering: Quite so, but we want more
of it.

Mr. MARSHALL: XNever in the history of
the State was there more unemployment or
poverty than ecxists to-day. 1t is apparent
everywhere, We see fine strapping young
men—neweomers to the State—selling in the
strects, boronia, matches, brass buttons and
all sorts of rubhish.  This is an abselute
waste of good labour. Doubtless these men
tell their friends in the old country how de-
plorable are the conditions licre. [t is a bad
advertiscment for Western Australia,

Mr, Pickering: They need not do that un-
less they like.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, they have the alter-
natives of stowing away on an outward bound
steamer in the hope of getting back to the
old country, or of parading their poverty to
one of the charitable organisations. The
scheme is rotten in the extreme. It is a good
wage-smashing proposition and that is all.

Mr. Pickering: What do you snggest in its
placet

Mr., MARSHALL: A wise, sound policy,
which iz beyond the Government,

Mr. Pickering: Then outline it.

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Sussex
(Mr. Pickering) veferred to the marketing of
fruit. I wonder what the Agent General and
his gtaff are doing? The taxpayers are called
upon to provide big sums of money annually
to maintain the Agent General and hia staff
in Londen, and what are they getting for this
money? According to statement: made by the
Premier, a great deal of the money expended
on Agents General and High Commissioners
ig wasted. It appears to me that thesc officials
merely go to England to feather their nests.
When their term of office is over, they go into
public life in England, having paved the way
at the expense of the State. The Premicr on
his return from England last year said he
was astounded to find that the people of the
014 Country hardly knew that Western Aus-
tralia was on the map, They had no eoneep-
tion that the gold and pearls they were wear-
ing had been produced here. Their impres-
sion was that Western Australia was a vast
desert populated by blacks. Whx should the
taxpayers be ecalled upon to find huge sums
of money annually to maintain in England
a pack of parasites, who cannot let the peo-
ple know that there i3 smeh a place as West-
ern Australia on the map?

Mr. Pickering: That is why we are bring-
mg them here—to teach them.

Mr. MARSHALL: The day may come
when the electors will ask members opposite
why——

The Minister for Agriculture: They will

[COUNCILL.)

Mr. MARSHALL: —one scction of the
primary producers receives all the concessions
from the Government and the other section
receives nothing. AN 1 want to do while |
ovcupy a seat in this Chamber is to improve
the meaus of livelihood of these who count,
the toiters of the State, and to endeavounr
to leave this world better than I found it
when T entered it.

On motion by Mr. Cunningham dcebate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 1037 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—INDUSTRIAL DEVELOP-
MENT, ADVANCES.

Hon. A, LOVEEKIN asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What is the total amount ad-
vanced by the Government on the advice or
recommengdation of the Couneil of Industrial
Development? 2, How mueh of the total ad-
vances has been repaid up to date? 3, What
are the names of the firms or persons to whom
advances have been made, and who have not
repaid either in whole or in part? 4, From
what sourece do the Government provide the
money for making these advances?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, £9,352 185. 6d. from General Loan
Fund. 2, £1,650. 3, The Rowley Forests
Products Company finally defanlted to the
amount of £3,000. The remainder of the ad-
vances are current. 4, From General Loan
Fund.

QUESTION—ARMADALE POUND,
DROVING CHARGES.

Hon. G. POTTER asked the Minister for
Education: 1, What is the total amount col-
leeted by the poundkeeper of the Armadale
pound from l1st May, 1923, to 10th August,
1923% 2, Of the total amount collected, how



